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    Twenty-Five Years Ago… 

 

 

 





http://wxweb.meteostar.com/models/noaaport_loop.php?PATH=/var/www/leads_ 
images/satellite/SYS/COMP/        Wed 18 OCT 2017/1430Z   0830L 

“Zonal” flow. 
Short Wave 
LK Winnipeg 
 
Major Storm 
WA…OR 
 
Cold Air Cu 
Gulf Alaska 
 
Mountain  
wave 
“Standing  
Wave” clouds 
 
MT, OR, CO 
 
Minor Trofs 
CA, AZ-NM 
 
 
 
 

http://wxweb.meteostar.com/models/noaaport_loop.php?PATH=/var/www/leads_images/satellite/SYS/COMP/
http://wxweb.meteostar.com/models/noaaport_loop.php?PATH=/var/www/leads_images/satellite/SYS/COMP/
http://wxweb.meteostar.com/models/noaaport_loop.php?PATH=/var/www/leads_images/satellite/SYS/COMP/


http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg 
 

http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg
http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg
http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg
http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg
http://blog.metservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mountain-waves2.jpg


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQm9usvfrWAhUQ1GMKHWf8Ca0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.weather.gov/source/zhu/ZHU_Training_Page/turbulence_stuff/turbulence/turbulence.htm&psig=AOvVaw2zyVba3y2HMj4oC33oXZkL&ust=1508426335568982
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwif49vivfrWAhUR9GMKHdKtACkQjRwIBw&url=http://nikos13galanis.typepad.com/blog/2014/06/lovely-lenticular-clouds-42-incredible-ufo-cloud-photos.html&psig=AOvVaw3zdxkuR0-1SwbW23-0yxse&ust=1508426754788064




KEPZ Sounding 
18 OCT 1200Z 
0600L 
 
PW = 23.8 mm 
PW = .94 Inches 
 
Right on the  
edge of  
thunderstorms. 
 
 
 



 

 

  Rather than examine in detail borderland present weather,  

 

   this week we’ll examine another weather-related disaster: 

 

  Fire Disaster Last Week in California’s Wine Country 

 

  and 

 

  The Weather conditions which enabled it: The Diablo Winds 

 

  Last week’s present weather graphics are excellent  

    diagnostics for this episode…  
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A year ago, a bipartisan bill aimed at reducing the risk of wildfires from overhead 

 electrical lines went to Gov. Jerry Brown’s desk. 

It was vetoed. 

 

The author of the measure — passed unanimously by both houses of the 

 Legislature —now says the governor missed out on a chance to tackle one of 

 his state’s longstanding vulnerabilities: massive wildfires endangering  

residential communities.  

 

But the governor’s office and the California Public Utilities Commission say 

 the bill duplicated efforts already underway among the CPUC, Cal Fire and 

 utilities like PG&E. 
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Now, as a series of deadly fires rages in Wine Country, serious questions are  

once again being asked about the safety of overhead electrical wires in a state 

 prone to drought and fierce winds. 

 

 

On Wednesday, Cal Fire said that investigators have started looking into  

whether toppled power wires and exploding transformers Sunday night may  

have ignited the simultaneous string of blazes. 
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http://weather.unisys.com/surface/sfc_map.gif 
Monday Morning 9 October: High Pressure over Nevada 
a classic surface feature for Diablo and Santa Ana Winds. 
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High Pressure  
building in at 
the surface and 
aloft in October 
over the  
Pacific Northwest 
is the key 
ingredient 
for Diablo Wind 
events.  
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OAK Sounding Monday Morning 9 Oct 1200Z 
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Adiabatic  
Compression 
Dry Conditions 
up to 16,500 ft 
~550 mb 
 



http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/DiabloWindsANIM.gif 

http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/DiabloWindsANIM.gif
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/DiabloWindsANIM.gif
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/DiabloWindsANIM.gif


http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg 

http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg


http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg 

http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg
http://blog.weatherflow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/high-pressurewind.jpg


https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california 
 

https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnvdj9r_nWAhURwmMKHSdEDV8QjRwIBw&url=https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california&psig=AOvVaw2w6m2GwuC0O62ragEG83NT&ust=1508388703566368


https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california 

Relative Humidity Chart 
 

https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california
https://blog.wdtinc.com/the-devil-winds-of-california


 

https://www.marketslant.com/ 

article/15-stark-videos-expose- 

reality-california-wildfires-0 
 

https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0
https://www.marketslant.com/article/15-stark-videos-expose-reality-california-wildfires-0


http://tornado.sfsu.edu/geosciences/classes/m356/OaklandHillsFire/OaklandSouth.gif 
 

Wind Rose: 

 

 

 Oakland South,  

California. 

 

Strongest winds 

 

(Greens) 

 

Strong winds from 

the Northeast. 

 

“Diablo Winds” 

 

 

http://tornado.sfsu.edu/geosciences/classes/m356/OaklandHillsFire/OaklandSouth.gif
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRotzonvnWAhVB0mMKHYwYB8wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.geosci.sfsu.edu/Geosciences/classes/m356/Notes_F2010/Notes_11_18_10.htm&psig=AOvVaw0xEUz2XuNVsnxb40wyhiIw&ust=1508382685105628
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   “….October …most dangerous month for California wildfires as dry 

    vegetation and seasonal winds fuel speedy flames. 

 

   "By the time you get to this season, right when you're starting to anticipate… 

    rain, it's actually the most fire prone part of the year," said Max Moritz,  

   a wildfire specialist at the University of California Cooperative Extension. 

 
   …most destructive and largest fires in California…have occurred in…October.  
 
   …1991 Oakland hills fire that destroyed 3,500 homes and killed 25 people  
    in Alameda County near San Francisco… the state's most destructive fire.  
 
    …the  October 2003 Cedar fire in San Diego county scorched 273,246 acres of land 
    — the most of any fire in the state's history. 
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