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"Wlsh for Goodman is knowledge of sclence o

On Chnstmas Eve the Sun—News pubhshed Peter.
Goodman’s “Wish List for some.in the Community,”
including this wish for me, “For Bob Endlich, a poster-
sized enlargement of the photograph I saw this morn-
ing. of a flooded mosque in Jakaita that used to be
some distance from the sea.” This was Petex’s barb at
me; Peter’s flooded mosque in Jakarta was proof to

"him of acceleration of sea level rise caused by our use

of fossil fuels. :
Peter's supposed ]oke on me is instead a ]oke on
Peter Goodman himself, because Jakarta is literally

- the poster child for... land subsidence caused by ex-.
" cessive groundwater pumping. If the reader enters

“Economist Why Cities Sink” into Google’s search en-
gine, an article by the Economist returns, with a
prominent picture of Jakarta flooding caused by, you
guessed it, people indiscriminately pumping fresh

. 'water from sediments below the city. With groundwa-
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. ‘ter pumping, mass is removed, unconsolidated sedi-
: -inents-collapse, rarer to expand 16 their prévious-

thickness. For cities next'to the ocean, ground subsid-
ence below sea level often occurs. Groundwater
pumping is also responsible for land subsidence in
Miami, Miami Beach Norfo]k Vuglrua and’ many

other areas.

The main problem is groundwater pumpmg, apar-
tial cure is groundwater rechargmg

In the US and island locations in the Atlantlc and
Pacific there are dozens of tide gages; all tell the same
story: the rate of sea level rise is the same today as it
was when James Buchanan was pres1dent in the

: 18503

Houstonand Dean, inMay: 2011 s Journal of Coastal-
Research also conclude. there sno recent acceleratron

" in the rate of sealevel rise.

. Peter Goodman makes thls same rmstake repeat—

. edly, my New Year’s wishes for him are earth science

knowledge and critical thought capablhues
Robert W Endlich
Las Cruces






