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I ﬁnd the Clty Cou.ncﬂ’s stated goals o’ achleve

L 'i‘ever increasing amounts of renewable energy — 25%
1" ~'of the city’s use by 2022 and 100% by 2050 — a stun-.

“ning display of ignorance in basic understandmg of

- ‘electricity generation and economics. . _
~The city’s basm mfrastructure depends on dlS— '
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- patchable electricity: electric poﬁer that can be de-

pended upon 24/7 to operate critical infrastructure:
ipolice, fire, traffic and street hghts gas, water, waste-

‘water, and the website.

‘Solar and wind energy isn't dlspatchable it does't

- work when the sun goes down and when the wind ei-

:ther isn’t blowing or blows too strong:

In 2007 Google put its bnghtest engineers to work

: on making renewable less expensive than coal at the

-seale needed to provide reliable energy for their server .

-farms; the project was called “RE<C.” *

Within a few years they concluded the cost of man-

'ufacturmg the components of the rehewable power
facilities exceeded the cost of the total recoverable en-

.ergy — renewable facilities could never produce
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enough energy to balance the budget of what was
consumed in their construction.

1 paxaphxase what they said in an IEEE journal:
“Even if we electrified all transport, mdustry, heating,

‘et so much Tenewable generation and balancing/

storage equipment would be neéded to power it that
astronomical new requlrements for. steel, concrete,
copper, glass, carbon:fiber, neodymiurh, shipping,
haulage, etc. would appear All these consume mam-
moth amounts of energy: far from achieving massive

- energy savings, which most plans for arenewablesfu-

ture rely.on implicitly, we'd wind up néeding far more

© energy--even more vast renewables farms'— and even
.. ‘more matenals and energy to make and maintain
. them »

~That was 2007 2010 W’th honzontal dn]hng and
fracking the costs.of natural gas have plummeted be-

low coal, makmg the €conomics. even more unfavor—

able. .
-1 doubt Councﬂ’s ab1]1ty to outsmaxt Google s engl-

' neers:

- Robert WEndlzch
Las Cru;ces :

Rynm Henderson, President; Lucas Peerrnan, News





