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1970s Global Cooling Alarmism 
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." – George Santayana 
 

  

http://www.populartechnology.net/
http://www.populartechnology.net/
http://www.populartechnology.net/2014/11/the-impact-of-popular-technologynet.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamestaylor/2013/05/30/global-warming-alarmists-caught-doctoring-97-percent-consensus-claims/
http://www.worldscientific.com/doi/ref/10.1142/S0217979214500957
http://www.worldscientific.com/doi/ref/10.1142/S0217979214500957
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-all?ID=fedf4901-802a-23ad-44bb-adf19269d36d
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-J42tQc488AM/UTC3V9iWnrI/AAAAAAAAAq4/rt0JhvTCEaI/s1600/The+Big+Freeze.jpg


 
"The scientists and computers at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration were 
confidently predicting that the frigid weather would continue. The chilling pronouncement of 
NOAA's senior climatologist: 'The forecast is for no change.' " 
- Time Magazine, 1977 

 
 
During the 1970s the media promoted global cooling alarmism with dire threats of a new ice age. Extreme 
weather events were hyped as signs of the coming apocalypse and man-made pollution was blamed as 
the cause. Environmental extremists called for everything from outlawing the internal combustion engine 
to communist style population controls. 
 
e.g. "Pollution Prospect A Chilling One" (The Argus-Press, January 26, 1970) 

 
"We will be forced to sacrifice democracy by the laws that will protect us from further pollution." - 
Dr. Arnold Reitze, 1970 
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The Argus-Press, January 26, 1970 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This media hype was found in major newspapers, magazines, books and on television; 
 
 
 
"Climate experts believe the next ice age is on its way." 
- Leonard Nimoy, 1978 
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1979 - The New Ice Age Cometh (The Age, January 16, 1979) 
1979 - Ice Age Building Up (Daily Record, June 5, 1979) 
1979 - Large Glacial Buildup Could Mean Ice Age (Daily Chronicle, June 5, 1979) 
1979 - Ice Age On Its Way (Lewiston Morning Tribune, June 7, 1979) 
1979 - Get Ready to Freeze (Daily Chronicle, October 12, 1979) 
1979 - New ice age almost upon us? (The Christian Science Monitor, November 14, 1979) 
 

* Notes: A few of the news stories are duplicates in different papers with slightly different 
titles, this is intentional to show that these types of stories were not isolated to a certain 
regional paper. This list is not comprehensive since not all media publications from the 
time period are available in digital form. 

 
 
Sources: 
 
BBC, Calgary Herald, Chicago Tribune, Fortune Magazine, Hartford Courant, International Wildlife 
(Magazine), Isaac Asimov, Los Angeles Times, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Montreal 
Gazette, Newsweek (Magazine), New Scientist (Magazine) - New York (Magazine), NOAA(National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), Popular Science (Magazine), Radio Times (Magazine), 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Science News (Magazine), St. Petersburg Times, Time Magazine, The Age, 
The Blade, The Boston Globe, The Christian Science Monitor, The New York Times, The Saturday 
Review (Magazine), The Sydney Morning Herald, The Washington Post, U.S. News & World Report 
 
Bangor Daily News (Maine), Beaver Country Times (Beaver, Pennsylvania), Boca Raton News (Boca 
Raton, Florida), Daily Chronicle (Spokane, Washington), Daily Record (Ellensburg, Washington), Deseret 
News (Utah), Eugene Register-Guard (Eugene, Oregon), Harlan Daily Enterprise (Kentucky), Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville, Kentucky), Lewiston Evening Journal (Lewiston, Maine), Lewiston Morning 
Tribune (Idaho), Ludington Daily News (Ludington, Michigan), Middlesboro Daily News (Kentucky), 
Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburg, Pennsylvania), Reading Eagle (Reading, Pennsylvania), Sumter Daily Item 
(Sumter, South Carolina), The Argus-Press (Owosso, Michigan), The Canberra Times (Canberra, 
Australia), The Bryan Times (Bryan, Ohio), The Daily Sentinel (Ohio), The Day (New London, 
Connecticut), The Free-Lance Star (Fredericksburg, Virginia), The Ledger (Florida), The Portsmouth 
Times (Ohio), The Press-Courier (Oxnard, California), The Robesonian (Lumberton, North Carolina), The 
Schenectady Gazette (Schenectady, New York), The Southeast Missourian (Missouri), The Spartanburg 
Herald (Spartanburg, South Carolina), The Sun (Vancouver, Canada), The Telegraph (Nashua, New 
Hampshire), The Windsor Star (Windsor, Canada), Times Daily (Florence, Alabama), Tri City Herald 
(Kennewick, Washington), Youngstown Vindicator (Youngstown, Ohio) 

 
 
Hypocrisy: 
 
You ironically find one of the most outspoken supporters of modern day Al Gore style global warming 
alarmism was promoting global cooling in the 1970s, the late Dr. Steven Schneider; 
 
 

 
 
Update 1: 
 
From the BBC documentary 'The Weather Machine' on November 20, 1974. 
 
 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=Ne5XAAAAIBAJ&sjid=BZMDAAAAIBAJ&pg=5168,86158
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=OYFUAAAAIBAJ&sjid=SI8DAAAAIBAJ&pg=5580,4862987
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=U9NWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=I_kDAAAAIBAJ&pg=5709,1174245
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=1bZeAAAAIBAJ&sjid=XjAMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2531,3047663
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=TP1jAAAAIBAJ&sjid=LvkDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6686,3866860
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/csmonitor_historic/doc/512125592.html


 
"The ice age is due now anytime" - Professor George Kukla, Columbia University, 1974 

 
 
Update 2: 
 
From the CBS Evening News on September 11, 1972. 
 
 
 
"Professor Hubert Lamb says that a new ice age is creeping over the northern hemisphere." 
 
- 'The Most Trusted Man in America', Peabody Award Winner Walter Cronkite, 1972 

 
 
Update 3: 
 
From the ABC Evening News on January 18, 1977; January 11, 1978 and February 8, 1978. 
 
 
 
"There's a theory advanced by climatologists that the last two years of battering by winter means 
that an ice age is returning to the Earth with glaciers down to the Mason-Dixon line and freezing 
temperatures south of that." 
 
- Rhodes Scholar and 'Murrow Boy' Howard K. Smith, 1978 

 
 
Update 4: 
 
The scientific community acknowledged the cooling alamism of the 1970s in the scientific literature. 
 
Expert judgment and climate forecasting: A methodological critique of "climate change to the year 2000" 
Climatic Change, Volume 7, Issue 2, pp. 159–183, June 1985 
- Thomas R. Stewart, Michael H. Glantz 
 
"One could effectively argue that in the early 1970s the prevailing view was that the earth was 
moving toward a new ice age. Many articles appeared in the scien-tific literature as well as in the 
popular press speculating about the impact on agriculture of a 1-2 "C cooling." - Climatic Change, 

1985 

 

http://www.populartechnology.net/2013/02/10.1007/BF00140504

