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Lorena has been a challenging system to forecast as the models 

have not had a good handle on its future track. The models this 

cycle have all shifted to the east and now show a landfall in 

mainland Mexico tonight or Sunday. The NHC track forecast has 

been adjusted to the right to be in better agreement with the 

latest model solutions, but this forecast still lies on the western 

side of the guidance envelope. If this model trend continues, 

additional shifts to the right might be needed. Based on this 

change, the Government of Mexico has issued a Tropical Storm 

Warning for a portion of northwestern Mexico. 
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The axis of heaviest rainfall looks like it will extend from 

somewhere between Bahia Kino and Ciudad Obregon through 

tonight, then up into northern Chihuahua Sunday morning, then 

clipping southern Hudspeth County Sunday afternoon, but 

without much of a QPF max. Area-wide, we may see higher 

rainfall amounts Monday Night into Tuesday over Southwestern 

New Mexico as a deep upper trough and embedded upper low 

moves into Arizona.  

 

https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=NWS&issuedby=EPZ&product=AFD&format=ci&version=1&glossary=1
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But let`s rewind a bit to today. Southwesterly flow covers most of 

the Desert Southwest, with tropical and leftover monsoonal 

moisture streaming up into parts of west Texas this morning. 

There remains a sharp west-to-east gradient in moisture, with 

PW values hovering around 0.75 inches in SW New Mexico, and 

up to 1.50 inches in far SE Hudspeth County. Most of the CAMS 

runs are not handling on-going precip in Chihuahua just 

southwest of El Paso very well (the 00Z UofAZ WRF-NAM is 

closest to reality), and focus precip too far to the east. Scattered 

showers are on track to move into Southern Dona Ana County 

and the El Paso area by about 6 AM.  
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