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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Helene

Hurricane Helene  was a devastating tropical cyclone that caused widespread destruction and 

fatalities across the Southeastern United States in late September 2024. It was the strongest 

hurricane on record to strike the Big Bend region of Florida, deadliest Atlantic hurricane since 

Maria in 2017, and deadliest to strike the mainland U.S. since Katrina in 2005.
I heard in the days prior, the NHC’s forecast (of tropical and eventually Helene’s) development 

 well in advance, a significant technical achievement.

The eighth named storm, fifth hurricane, and second major hurricane of the 2024 Atlantic 

hurricane season, Helene began forming on September 22 as a broad low-pressure system in 

the western Caribbean Sea. By September 24, the disturbance had consolidated enough to 

become a tropical storm as it approached the Yucatán Peninsula, receiving the name Helene 

from the National Hurricane Center. <She intensified>… and…became a hurricane early on 

September 25. More pronounced and rapid intensification ensued as Helene traversed the Gulf 

of Mexico the following day, reaching Category 4 intensity on the evening of September 26. Late 

on September 26, Helene made landfall at peak intensity in the Big Bend region of Florida, near 

the city of Perry, with maximum sustained winds of 140 mph. Helene weakened as it moved 

quickly inland before degenerating to a post-tropical cyclone over Tennessee on September 27. 

The storm stalled over the state before dissipating on September 29.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Helene




I could not get this, or those in the next graphics, to loop in powerpoint. 

If you want to see the loop in motion, it is at 

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Helene

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Helene
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https://casf.me/a-new-look-at-noaas-alleged-cat-5

-strength-for-2018s-hurricane-michael/

I posited in this post that the peak wind for Hurricane Michael at 

landfall was 94 knots, nowhere near the 160 knots claimed by NOAA.

https://casf.me/a-new-look-at-noaas-alleged-cat-5-strength-for-2018s-hurricane-michael/
https://casf.me/a-new-look-at-noaas-alleged-cat-5-strength-for-2018s-hurricane-michael/
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Some Images from Asheville,    

NC, and nearby areas after 

Helene’s visit.



https://www.ashevillenc.gov/news/100-years-after-the-flood-of-1916-the-city-of-asheville-is-ready-for-the-next-one/

First, this 

unfortunate post…

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/news/100-years-after-the-flood-of-1916-the-city-of-asheville-is-ready-for-the-next-one/




https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-

helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/

A local resident helps 

free a car that 

became stranded in a 

stretch of flooded 

road as Tropical 

Storm Helene strikes, 

on the outskirts of 

Boone, North 

Carolina, U.S. 

September 27, 2024.

Note the large rocks 

on the roadway.

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/


https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation

-in-videos-photos/75471456007/

The French Broad River 

reached over 16 feet by 11 am 

on Sept. 27, flooding most of 

the River Arts District, seen 

here from the Haywood Road 

bridge.

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/


https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding

-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/

Drone images show

a landslide near Old Fort.

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/


https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and

-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/


https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and

-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2024/10/climate-change-made-hurricane-helene-and-other-2024-disasters-more-damaging-scientists-find/


 Whoa!  
  

 Let’s FIRST widen our horizon to include:

 Higher water temperatures. 

 Let’s look at the physics of the wavelengths that heat ocean (and other) water

       Closely related, how changes in global cloud cover are part of recent warming 

 Let’s see who is making these claims, the “scientists say” group or groups…

 Seems there is a new industry afoot, the “Weather Attribution” industry, aided by

 the Main-Stream Media.

 Let’s check weather history and physical science before  “Blaming America 

            (and the developed world) First!” (adapted from Jeanne Kirkpatrick)

 

 Most damage seems to be from high rainfall rates and flooding, so let’s       

look at historical record rainfall from NOAA….



The physics of solar wavelengths that heat ocean (and other) 

waters



https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html

The UV, Visible and Infrared

wavelengths (abscissa)

and how they are absorbed

by water (ordinate).

https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html


https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html

The green arrow shows the 15-micron peak of 

CO2 absorption and emission.  Such radiation

 does not enter and warm the water.

https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html


Additional thought on the subject: 

Sunlight  (NOT, e.g., infrared energy in the CO2 band) Heats Seawater

Alarmists claim increasing <CO2> causes increasing Sea Surface Temperatures.

This is incorrect.

It is only visible sunlight which penetrates sea water (and other water surfaces)

 and heats the water.

Infrared radiation does not penetrate sea water, or any water.

A simple validation of this is viewing into a pool. Visible Solar Radiation penetrates the

 water and illuminates the bottom of the pool.

A percentage of that light reflects from the bottom and comes back through the 

water and into the air.

The fact that we see the structures on the sides and  bottom of the pool is 

evidence that visible sunlight penetrates water…(and heats it.)



Image result for depth marks bottom of pool

We can see this in

daily life…

Here we can see 

into the pool water

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi59rPIg4PWAhXBqVQKHdmPAXUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.truetex.com/pool.htm&psig=AFQjCNHyTwklI_Qd5K-_NxnotpYvQB7tbQ&ust=1504322313864443


              Big Bass eats Bluegill:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_3UUTunxWo

 
The reason we see

the big bass in the water:

visible light enters 

the water, illuminates

the bass, reflected light

comes out of the water

that light is captured

by the camera and

our eyes… we see the

bass in the water!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_3UUTunxWo


Cloud Cover Variations, and how they fit in…



http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-

cover-not-co2/

International Satellite Cloud 

Climatology Project: ISCCP 

https://isccp.giss.nasa.gov

“The focus of the International 

Satellite Cloud Climatology Project 

is to collect weather satellite 

radiance measurements and to 

analyze them…” 

Message:

Global Cloud Cover decreased

from 1986-2000

http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-cover-not-co2/
http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-cover-not-co2/
https://isccp.giss.nasa.gov/


http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-

cover-not-co2/

Results of regression analysis of the series of global clouds (ISCCP) and surface air temperature (CRUTEM3). 

Temp C

Cloud Cover   ➔

As Cloud Cover decreases,

 Temperature increases

(Pokrovsky, 2019) 

Note Cyrillic

 Alphabet

used in the 

original

http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-cover-not-co2/
http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-cover-not-co2/


 

     Let’s see who is making these claims, the “scientists say” group(s)… 

     Seems there is a new industry afoot, the “Weather Attribution” Industry



The “Weather Attribution” Industry, part of Climate Alarmists
Weather attribution industries I found in preparing; this list is not complete

Yale Climate 

Connections

World Weather 

Attribution

Climate Crisis 247

Climate Central

Reuters, NPR, USA 

Today

    
When weather attribution is used while the weather story is in the news, it is called Tactical Science.



https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weather-attribution-alchemy

https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weather-attribution-alchemy


This post https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weather-attribution-alchemy is thought-provoking and

way too long to be analyzed today.

https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weather-attribution-alchemy


https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/yet-another-hurricane-wetter-windier-and-more-destructive-

because-of-climate-change/

We are supposed to be shocked, SHOCKED! by this report!

https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/yet-another-hurricane-wetter-windier-and-more-destructive-because-of-climate-change/
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/yet-another-hurricane-wetter-windier-and-more-destructive-because-of-climate-change/


https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/event-papers/

We will get to these later.  I have written previously about these events.

https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/event-papers/


https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weaponizing-peer-review

https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weaponizing-peer-review


https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weaponizing-peer-review

https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weaponizing-peer-review


An allied group, the Main Stream Media.

Here’s an example from CNN.



https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html

https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html


https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html

https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html


Rainfall records.   Resultant Flooding.



 

US Rainfall Records by amount, date, then plotted on a map

 Selected Flooding rains in the Appalachian Mountains

•  Flood of 1916, Asheville, North Carolina

•  1955 floods, Hurricanes Connie and Dianne,  in and around Stroudsburg, PA.

•  1969: Remnants of Camille destroyed the Southern Railroad’s  trestle, 

crossing the Tye River in Nelson County, VA . 

     (feature story in Southern’s TIES Magazine, extracts following)

•  1996: Hurricane Fran



https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web

&ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_NeOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=

result#v=onepage&q&f=false

Extreme Weather: A Guide

 & Record Book

By Christopher C. Burt

https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web&ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_NeOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=result
https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web&ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_NeOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=result


If we look at US Rainfall Records for up

to 24 hours, the most recent is 24 Hours,

43in, Alvin, TX, between Houston and 

Galveston, 25 July 1979.

  45 Years ago!

There’s no indication that modern warming

or recent increases of <CO2> cause record

rainfall.

Notice the cluster of record rainfall

occurrences in Pennsylvania, SE Ohio, 

(near WV mts) and in West Virginia.

There is a propensity of flooding rain

occurrences in and around the Appalachian

Mountains, in the warm season.

NOTICE! Flooding rain records are set

in and around the Appalachian Mountains!



https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

The red circle shows

the Appalachian Mts region. 

Red dots show locations

record rainfall was measured

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


It is not new news that when hurricanes or their remnants

get into, especially the Appalachian Mountains, that

severe flooding often occurs.



July 1916 flood in Asheville, NC.

.



https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-

of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore/

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore/


https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of

-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore


https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of

-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore

Red circles identify

1916’s Major Hurricane

Number 4.

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore


https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of

-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore


https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of

-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/10/08/meet-the-108-year-old-1916-major-hurricane-that-brought-8-feet-of-flood-water-to-asheville-nc-covered-all-of-biltmore


Hurricanes Connie and Diane, August 1955, in/near 

Stroudsburg, PA.



As a youngster growing up in New Jersey, Hurricanes were important enough to warrant 

my interest.

Big Locust trees in the back of our house would sway dramatically in the high winds!

I distinctly remember the Summer of 1955:

Summer Drought, brown lawns, low water levels in the Swimming River Reservoir,

our fresh water supply, adults fretting about the dry conditions.

Then, Hurricane Connie: Plentiful rain, green lawns, lots of water in Swimming

River Reservoir.

A week later, Hurricane Diane!

Flooding in the Appalachian town of Stroudsburg, near the Delaware Water Gap.

Stories about the floods for days…

A month later, a TV special on the Stroudsburg Floods. 



In 1955 Hurricanes Connie and Diane slammed the Northeast, especially in/near Stroudsburg PA. 

https://www.weather.gov/nerfc/hf_august_1955

A bridge is washed away as a result of flooding from Hurricane Diane in August 1955.

 Location unknown. (The Evening News)

https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/08/rain-from-hurricane-diane-wreaking-all-types-of-havoc-in-pa-in-august-1955-vintage-photos.html

https://www.weather.gov/nerfc/hf_august_1955
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/08/rain-from-hurricane-diane-wreaking-all-types-of-havoc-in-pa-in-august-1955-vintage-photos.html


https://www.pennlive.com/life/2018/08/hurricanes_connie_and_diane_ca.html

https://www.pennlive.com/life/2018/08/hurricanes_connie_and_diane_ca.html


https://www.luc.edu/eminent-domain/siteessays/delawarewatergap/floodof1955/

https://www.luc.edu/eminent-domain/siteessays/delawarewatergap/floodof1955/


1969, remnants of Hurricane Camille wash out

 Southern RR trestle across the Tye River,

 Nelson County, VA



Zoomed-out  Map of

 Nelson County, VA,

in dotted red,  with

Asheville NC, 

faint red box. 





Top, historical photos of the trestle

Bottom,

1969, after the trestle was

severely damaged by

Camille’s floodwaters.



https://cdn.britannica.com/51/135451-050-51F73E7F/Condensation-precipitation-rain-shadow-effect-lift.jpg

Britannica diagram of

orographic lift effect which

brings so much rain to the

mountains.

https://cdn.britannica.com/51/135451-050-51F73E7F/Condensation-precipitation-rain-shadow-effect-lift.jpg


Close up view of the North abutment of the bridge. Tower bents under construction. Notice that caps are in

 place for the bent in the right foreground ready eventually

 to receive spans



                        1996, Hurricane Fran

                                                                             



Hurricane Fran, 1996 https://appalachiantrailhistory.org/exhibits/show/hurricane/fran

<underlining added>

https://appalachiantrailhistory.org/exhibits/show/hurricane/fran


Notice the propensity of large

rainfall amounts to occur in

those Appalachian Mountain

and Piedmont areas.

Pennsylvania

western Maryland

Virginia

North Carolina



https://newsadvance.com/news/local/remembering-hurricane-fran/article_ae92a4e1-fec0-5a63-bb26-b73e2323f23f.html

https://newsadvance.com/news/local/remembering-hurricane-fran/article_ae92a4e1-fec0-5a63-bb26-b73e2323f23f.html


https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.

townnews.com/newsadvance.com

/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial

/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687

-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.i

mage.jpg?resize=1200%2C942

https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/newsadvance.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/2b/e2bbea0c-6fae-11e6-b687-0be59e17c9c2/57c72c7579586.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C942


https://climate.ncsu.edu/images/blog/

NCExtremes/DamagingHurricanes

/Fran_damage.jpg

https://climate.ncsu.edu/images/blog/NCExtremes/DamagingHurricanes/Fran_damage.jpg
https://climate.ncsu.edu/images/blog/NCExtremes/DamagingHurricanes/Fran_damage.jpg
https://climate.ncsu.edu/images/blog/NCExtremes/DamagingHurricanes/Fran_damage.jpg


Now, from some of our friends in the Climate Skeptic 

part of the Blogosphere:



https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by

-climate-change/

ClimateREALISM is published

by the Heartland Institute.

The Heartland Institute also 

hosts The International Climate

Change Conference series.

https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by-climate-change/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by-climate-change/


https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/

milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-

master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and

-climate-misinformation/

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (MJS) 

shamefully attempted to cash in on 

Hurricane Milton as the storm ravaged the 

Florida coast, spreading false assertions 

and misinformation to further its aggressive 

climate change agenda. Presenting a 

Master Class on deception and 

sensationalism, the MJS claimed, “the 

message sent by this year’s hurricane 

season” is “climate change is here, there are 

no havens, and it’s deadly and expensive.” If 

the MJS and author Caitlin Looby had 

bothered to do research, they’d learn there 

never was  <were> any “climate havens”.

Looks as if MJS  is also part of the USA TODAY network

…as is the Las Cruces Sun-News.

https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and-climate-misinformation/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and-climate-misinformation/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and-climate-misinformation/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and-climate-misinformation/


   

https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/cbs-gets-the-facts-wrong-about-hurricane-

helene-and-hurricane-trends/

“Accumulated Cyclone Energy is a metric used to track the overall

 strength of tropical cyclones over time, and if anything, the data

 here presented by Dr. Ryan Maue suggest they have been getting

 less powerful since the 1990s. (See figure below)”

https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/cbs-gets-the-facts-wrong-about-hurricane-helene-and-hurricane-trends/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/cbs-gets-the-facts-wrong-about-hurricane-helene-and-hurricane-trends/


https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by-climate-change/

https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by-climate-change/


    Hurricane Milton                                                            





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Milton

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Milton








I chose these following stories which appeared in the MSN page of “click bait”

stories when you open the web browser.

There is a rich number of “Human-Caused, CO2-Fueled Global Warming”

stories:

“Hurricane Wind Speed Stronger,”

 “Increasing Hurricane Rainfall,” 

“Making Sea Level Rise Faster,” 

 

the list is long and the stories plentiful, overflowing with BS.

In this presentation and post are just the ones that appeared when I was preparing.



https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/

By Gloria Dickie

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/


https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/

(Reuters) - The brutal wind and torrential rainfall of Hurricane Milton that killed 16 people in Florida this 

week were worsened by human-caused climate change, a team of international scientists said on Friday. 

Global warming made wind speeds around 10% stronger and rainfall greater by between 20% and 30%, 

according to an analysis by World Weather Attribution. The group of climate scientists studies the role of 

climate change in fueling extreme weather. 

By Gloria Dickie

Milton intensified from a Category 1 storm into a tempestuous Category 5 in less than 24 hours, 

feeding off record- and near-record-warm waters in the Gulf of Mexico. It made landfall in Florida

as a Category 3 hurricane.

Previous scientific analyses have shown climate change has made such temperatures in the 

Gulf between 400 and 800 times more likely.

This extra heat made Milton the third-fastest intensifying Atlantic hurricane on record, the U.S. 

National Hurricane Center said, with maximum sustained wind speeds reaching 180 mph. 

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/


https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/

The scientist group noted that rainfall storms similar to Milton are now about twice as likely

 as they would be without human-induced warming. 

“This study has confirmed what should already be abundantly clear: climate change is 

supercharging storms, and burning fossil fuels is to blame," said Ian Duff, a campaigner at 

environmental nonprofit Greenpeace. "Millions of people across Florida - many of whom 

lack insurance - now face astronomical costs to rebuild shattered homes and 

communities." 

Scientists have previously identified a concerning trend of rapid hurricane intensification in 

the Atlantic over the past 50 years, which they said may be tied to climate change. 

In light of extremely warm surface-water temperatures around Florida and the Caribbean, 

forecasters had expected a supercharged Atlantic hurricane season, with between four and 

seven major storms.

Milton is the second Category 5 hurricane this season, which runs from June through 

November. There have only been five other years since 1950 that registered more than one 

Category 5 hurricane in one season, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration said. 

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/




https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/

Comment:

Writer Gloria Dickie has no background in physics, meteorology, climate or climate history that I could find.

There does not appear to be any connection between her research on “bears and their interactions with

humans” that would give insight into the thermodynamics of hurricanes.

This story simply parrots a story by World Weather Attribution says and puts a Reuters label on it.

I don’t think Gloria Dickie looked up background information or added any critical thought or analysis;

none seems evident in the text of the article.

 

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/climate-change-made-hurricane-milton-worse-scientists-say-2024-10-11/


http://notrickszone.com/2019/01/14/regional-models-3-10c-warming-in-the-next-80-years-observations-no-

warming-in-the-last-40-100-years/

Before we start on the next

popular literature sequence

blaming CO2 emissions on

stronger Hurricanes in

the Caribbean-Gulf of Mexico

region, there is this fly

in the ointment, so to speak.

Measured Surface Temperature

Anomalies….

Seemingly in centered in the 

Southeastern States

1961-2015.

Recent cooling where tropical

systems are increasing?

http://notrickszone.com/2019/01/14/regional-models-3-10c-warming-in-the-next-80-years-observations-no-warming-in-the-last-40-100-years/
http://notrickszone.com/2019/01/14/regional-models-3-10c-warming-in-the-next-80-years-observations-no-warming-in-the-last-40-100-years/


Story by Brook Endale, interviewing Dr. Lisa Benton-Short 

Q&A: How climate change fuels extreme weather events like hurricanes

Comments: Poor usage: “like” instead of, “such as”

Hurricanes come every year; they are not particularly extremely rare events: NOAA even has an annual

sequence of names for the storms which might develop into hurricanes… even hurricane season.

Next slide, a sidebar, shows a 200 mph Hurricane from 1780, before the US Constitution was ratified, 

extreme indeed!

…And, well before modern increases in CO2 emissions.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Hurricane_of_1780

The hurricane stripped the bark off trees 

and left none standing on Barbados.

 Cuban meteorologist José Carlos Millás 

has estimated that this damage could be 

caused only by winds exceeding 200 miles 

per hour (320 km/h). Every house and fort 

on Barbados was destroyed.

According to British Admiral George 

Brydges Rodney, the winds carried 

their heavy cannons aloft 100 feet 

(30 m). 

Warehouses on the beach of St. 

Eustatius were destroyed by the 

hurricane.

SIDEBAR

The Great Hurricane

 of 1780

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Hurricane_of_1780
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Carlos_Mill%C3%A1s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Brydges_Rodney,_1st_Baron_Rodney


https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/q-a-how-climate-change-fuels-extreme-weather-events-like-

hurricanes/ar-AA1sfiR8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=b7d115320e9746c7aa4d7fff3f1f08b7&ei=39

“Hurricane Milton made landfall on Florida's west coast Wednesday night. The region has experienced 

extreme flooding, deadly tornadoes and millions have been left without power. At least 14 people have died 

as a result of the storm.

The huge storm hit the state as some communities, like those around the Tampa Bay area, were still 

reeling from Hurricane Helene, which occurred less than two weeks ago and killed more than 200 people 

across six states.

As climate change continues to alter weather patterns, hurricanes, tornadoes and other natural disasters 

like wildfires are becoming more frequent and intense.

Lisa Benton-Short, a professor of geography, global equity and social justice at the George Washington 

University, spoke with GW Today about how climate change is fueling these extreme weather events and 

what communities can do to prepare for a future where extreme weather events may become more 

common.”

 

Story by Brook Endale, interviewing Dr. Lisa Benton-Short 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/q-a-how-climate-change-fuels-extreme-weather-events-like-hurricanes/ar-AA1sfiR8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=b7d115320e9746c7aa4d7fff3f1f08b7&ei=39


https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/q-a-how-climate-change-fuels-extreme-weather-events-like-hurricanes

/arAA1sfiR8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=b7d115320e9746c7aa4d7fff3f1f08b7&ei=39

This answer on Tornadoes is blazingly wrong, and totally

 ignorant of facts.  If this was true, there would

be large numbers of Tornadoes on Puerto Rico, Cuba, 

and Jamaica.

See Next







https://geography.columbian.gwu.edu/lisa-benton-short

https://geography.columbian.gwu.edu/lisa-benton-short


We have shown that the premise of the question is incorrect.

The Appalachian Mountains ARE NOT havens, safe from hurricane-induced record-breaking rains.

This is an example of the MSM presenting questions that don’t make sense, and 

the “expert” in this case, Lisa Benton-Short, a professor of geography, global equity and social justice

 at the George Washington University, unable to add value to the discussion.

Such is the nature of MSM expertise found commonly in the discourse today.



I just don’t think a professor of geography, 

global equity and social justice has the 

skills to analyze this subject, even with her 

PhD from Syracuse.

Look at the post and data from Ryan 

Maue who studied this while in Florida,

quoted below.



The historic decline of global tropical cyclone activity. 

https://www.met.nps.edu/~rwmoor1/abstracts/Maue.pdf

Ryan N. Maue

NRL Monterey

Since 2006, overall global tropical cyclone (TC) activity as measured by 

integrated energy metrics has declined dramatically. During 2009 and 2010, 

analysis showed that 12 and 24-month running sums of global accumulated 

cyclone energy (ACE) fell to some of the lowest levels recorded during the 

satellite era. This inactivity continued both below-‐normal ACE in the 

Northern and Southern Hemisphere as a whole. As integrated metrics such 

as ACE and PDI (power dissipation index) include the duration, intensity, 

and frequency information of historical TCs, the correlation between the 

separate components of the convolution also has evolved through time. 

Indeed, the ACE per storm distribution in the past 5 years is exemplified by 

weaker, shorter-‐lived storms.

https://www.met.nps.edu/~rwmoor1/abstracts/Maue.pdf


In terms of frequency, the annual number of tropical storm force TCs has 

not changed markedly during the past 30-‐years globally: 80-‐90 TCs are 

observed during an average12-‐month period. However, of these TCs, 

the number of hurricanes has dropped to at least a three-decade low. 

These observations are seemingly at odds with the recent literature 

concluding that global TC activity has doubled in destructiveness, with 

the strongest storms getting stronger, and the percentage of intense

 TCs dramatically increasing -‐ due to anthropogenic global warming. 

However, few studies have avoided low frequency filtering and 

smoothing to examine the interannual fluctuations of global TC activity. 

The historic decline of global tropical cyclone activity. 

Page 2



The historic decline of global tropical cyclone activity

Page 3

In doing so, it is readily apparent that the variability in TC activity is 

modulated very strongly by the big movers and shakers in large-‐scale global 

climate: ENSO, PDO, and NPGO*. Moreover, integrated global TC energy is 

largely a function of slowly-‐evolving large-‐scale climate. The effects of La 

Nina and El Nino on individual basin TC activity have been addressed in 

many research studies with a prominent focus on the North Atlantic 

teleconnections through vertical shear modulation. A consequence of the 

building El Nino (La Nina) during the summer and fall of 2009 (2010) likely 

led to the tepid (active) Atlantic hurricane season, as expected by many 

seasonal forecasting outfits. However, the North Atlantic comprises about a 

tenth of global ACE during a year, and it must be put into a global context.

*NPGO - North Pacific Gyre Oscillation, fluctuations of the Aleutian Low which influence

nutrients of the California Current.



https://climatlas.com/tropical/global_running_ace.png

https://climatlas.com/tropical/global_running_ace.png


https://climatlas.com/tropical/global_major_freq.png

Top line Time Series is “All Hurricanes, Typhoons, and similar,” 1981-2024.

Observe the fall in numbers since 1998.

https://climatlas.com/tropical/global_major_freq.png


BOB’S EDITORIAL COMMENTS:

There is much material in these MSN references that seems just BS thrown about by arts majors with little

math, physics, chemistry, or meteorology backgrounds, or the analytical skills to find time series from proxy data 

available from the Ice Cores or comparable data. 

There is obviously no reasonable Literature Search before conducting the interview or sitting before the keyboard. 

Seems as if they want to play with the Big Kids who do only Consensus Science.

Hard Science seems to be too hard for them.

There are the data from the overwash from Very Strong Hurricanes in the historic past on the Gulf 

Coast which showed these very strong storms occurred in the past, with  a lot less CO2. 

Next.



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268357390_Holocene_History_of_Catastrophic_Hurricane_Landfalls_along_

the_Gulf_of_Mexico_Coast_Reconstructed_from_Coastal_Lake_and_Marsh_Sediments

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268357390_Holocene_History_of_Catastrophic_Hurricane_Landfalls_along_the_Gulf_of_Mexico_Coast_Reconstructed_from_Coastal_Lake_and_Marsh_Sediments
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268357390_Holocene_History_of_Catastrophic_Hurricane_Landfalls_along_the_Gulf_of_Mexico_Coast_Reconstructed_from_Coastal_Lake_and_Marsh_Sediments


NOTE: Published in 2000, so the tracks are

for the 20th Century.



Lake Shelby, AL

Western Lake, FL



https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-

change

"This season is looking to be an extraordinary one in a number of ways," NOAA administrator Rick Spinrad 

warned last May when the agency rolled out its annual hurricane outlook.

One of the big reasons: Climate change is making storms more intense

How climate change fueled Helene and Milton.

According to NOAA, 2023 saw record breaking hot water temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of 

Mexico. Higher temperatures mean more powerful storms.

"Basically, when the water is warmer, storms can suck up way more of that moisture and that then falls as 

heavier rain," says NPR's Rachel Waldholz.  The heat and water serve as energy for the storm, Waldholz 

says.

"So it makes it much more likely that we'll see the kind of rapid intensification that we saw, both with 

Helene and now with Milton, where storms get really, really big, really fast."

https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-change
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-change


https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-

change

My informed speculation is that the “recent study” originates with  one of the “instant attribution”

outfits mentioned earlier.  

https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-change
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/09/1210938587/how-helene-and-milton-were-supercharged-by-climate-change


Sorry NPR, it’s just not true.

Right, top 

Shows that it is sunlight, not

more CO2 emitting in the infrared, that

causes the ocean waters to heat up.

Right, bottom

Shows that global cloud cover is

decreasing, and decreased especially

from 1985-2000.

NPR might improve their reporting by looking

stuff up instead of using “Consensus Science.”



https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/tipping-point-alert-un-report-warns-of-accelerating-sea-level-rise/

vi-AA1s9gcJ?ocid=msedgntp&pc=U531&cvid=f5c196b304254e6394563ed6ba8991c8&ei=96

This Video disappeared

after I did these screen captures.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/tipping-point-alert-un-report-warns-of-accelerating-sea-level-rise/vi-AA1s9gcJ?ocid=msedgntp&pc=U531&cvid=f5c196b304254e6394563ed6ba8991c8&ei=96
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/tipping-point-alert-un-report-warns-of-accelerating-sea-level-rise/vi-AA1s9gcJ?ocid=msedgntp&pc=U531&cvid=f5c196b304254e6394563ed6ba8991c8&ei=96


https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/tipping-point-alert-un-report-warns-of-accelerating-sea-level-rise/

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/tipping-point-alert-un-report-warns-of-accelerating-sea-level-rise/












https://sealevel.info/MSL_graph.php?id=Battery

https://sealevel.info/MSL_graph.php?id=Battery


https://sealevel.info/MSL_graph.php?id=Battery

The Abscissa is date, earliest date seems to be April 1855, when Franklin Pierce was the 14th President of the USA.

Left Ordinate is height, the value plotted in blue.

Right Ordinate is <CO2> light green from the Ice Cores, Darker Green from Mauna Loa measurements.

The rate of rise of sea level has not changed since the measurements began at the Battery in 1855. This is the case

of all tide gage measurements, in-situ, the gold standard of measurements. 

Reports of satellite-based rates of rise are remote measurements, difficult to achieve with the accuracy needed.

“Satellite measurements show the rate has more than doubled” are FALSIFIED by the tide gages

https://sealevel.info/MSL_graph.php?id=Battery


https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/new-survey-reveals-doubt-and-hope-that-world-will-achieve-

climate-targets/ar-AA1sbmJk?ocid=msedgntp&pc=EDGEDB&cvid=02299cc817af40c29eb2519ddbb5ded8&ei=39

phys.org thinks it is possible for humans to control the temperature of the earth

https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/new-survey-reveals-doubt-and-hope-that-world-will-achieve-climate-targets/ar-AA1sbmJk?ocid=msedgntp&pc=EDGEDB&cvid=02299cc817af40c29eb2519ddbb5ded8&ei=39
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/new-survey-reveals-doubt-and-hope-that-world-will-achieve-climate-targets/ar-AA1sbmJk?ocid=msedgntp&pc=EDGEDB&cvid=02299cc817af40c29eb2519ddbb5ded8&ei=39


https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/florida-lawmakers-climate-denialism-is-pure-unadulterated-lunacy/

ar-AA1sfSP8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=be7219cd139d49de82bd446456f04f41&ei=25

Story by Craig Pittman 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/florida-lawmakers-climate-denialism-is-pure-unadulterated-lunacy/ar-AA1sfSP8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=be7219cd139d49de82bd446456f04f41&ei=25
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/florida-lawmakers-climate-denialism-is-pure-unadulterated-lunacy/ar-AA1sfSP8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=be7219cd139d49de82bd446456f04f41&ei=25


Climate change will only make future hurricane seasons worse. So why are Florida legislators 

pretending like nothing’s amiss?

Craig Pittman

Hurricanes Helene and Milton were both scarier than any Halloween movie you might view this month. 

Scientists say both powerful storms were fueled by climate change.

“Sea surface temperatures in the Atlantic, Caribbean, and the Gulf of Mexico are all running at or near-

record levels this year, just as they did last year,” said David Zierden, Florida’s state climatologist. 

Zierden runs the Florida Climate Center at Florida State University, which monitors weather and 

climate data and provides research on climate change in the region. (I’m happy to report that our 

legislative lunkheads haven’t deleted his job the way they edited state law—yet.)

The oceans have been soaking up much of the heat from the steady warming of our globe. Hurricanes 

draw their power from the heat of the water they pass over, and with the Gulf of Mexico now the hottest 

it has ever been in recorded history, the recent storms were able to rapidly intensify. How rapidly? This 

is the way The New York Times reported on Helene: “In less than a day, Helene transformed from a 

Category 1 hurricane Thursday morning to a Category 4 storm on Thursday afternoon, which would 

make it the strongest ever to hit the Big Bend coast of Florida.”

<Underlining added, analysis next page>



The warmth in the water also makes the atmosphere hold more water, making it extremely moist. 

That’s how we wind up with storms dumping so much more rain the way Helene did, Zierden 

explained. “That’s a piece of what’s happened in North Carolina,” he said.

Finally, Zierden said, there’s the role that the rising sea level plays in making the storm surge so 

much worse. “When everyone’s talking about the record storm surge,” he told me, “at least a foot 

of that is caused by sea level rise.”

Now put it all together: Hot water for power, moist air for heavy rain, and rising seas for the 

massive storm surge. Can you see now how these storms were a creation of our altered climate, 

just as surely as the fearsome Creature was built by Dr. Frankenstein?

“The oceans have been soaking up much of the heat from the steady warming of our globe”

Not so.

The oceans have been soaking up visible energy from the Sun. Cloud Cover has been decreasing according to

ISCCP measurements and analyzed by the Russian Pokrovsky, cited earlier.

This is a sensationalized piece written by Craig Pittman, who writes authoritatively about a subject of which

he is extremely ignorant, then, engages in name-calling.  No critical thought here.

Another ignorant “journalist,” IMHO.



https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/national-temperature-index/time-series/anom-tavg/1/0

This is the temperatue time series from the US Climate Reference Network, the USCRN, which measures

 surface temperatures seemingly unaffected by Urban Heat Island and poor exposure which plague other

data sets. USCRN covers the entire USA.  The so-called rapid increase of surface temperatures

is not happening IF YOU LOOK AT THE DATA.  There is no climate emergency.

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/national-temperature-index/time-series/anom-tavg/1/0


Concluding Remarks:

Late in the 2024 Hurricane season, powerful Hurricanes Helene and Milton slammed 

into the southeast USA. 

Many in the Alarmist Press and their allies proclaimed the power of the storms on 

human activities, principally Western Civilization which uses fossil fuels, which emit 

CO2, for transport, electricity, heating, cooling lighting, communications, in short 

civilization.

The US Climate Reference Network shows little change in surface temperatures since 

the Network began in 2005.

Stronger Hurricanes have been observed within the historic record with smaller 

amounts of CO2 in the atmosphere. 

Sediment cores from lakes near the southeastern US coast reveal overwash deposits 

from the last several thousand years with stronger hurricane effects, during periods with 

a lot less atmospheric CO2.

There is no climate crisis.
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