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Acknowledgement:  Bernie McCune sent me this post from the Wall Street Journal

 ñA Flash Flood of Failures in Texasò by Costas Synolakis, Professor of 

Engineering, University of Southern California

 
I am in violent agreement 

with almost all of what 

Prof Synolakis says.

More towards the end

of the presentation.



Background information on Texas and the 

Texas Hill Country



 My history in Texas:

1961: Geology Grad Student Al Hirsch and I drove across Texas from El Paso to Texarkana, August 1961.

1963: I attended Officer Training School, USAF, then part of Kelly AFB, San Antonio, from Feb-May 1963.  

1963-64:  Air Force sent me to Basic Meteorology at Texas A&M, College Station, TX, Jun 1963-Aug 1964.

1971, 1984,  1988: Tent-Trailer camping at Big Bend National Park.

1990:  The Army sent me to Ft Hood, TX to test IMETS software, then train Weather Airmen on the IMETS 

system. Travel was  frequently for weeks at a time, mostly driving, Alamogordo to Ft Hood, later Las 

Cruces to Ft Hood.  My grandkids were small then, and on weekends at Ft Hood, I drove to San Antonio to

visit Daughter Carol & my two grandkids, Reina and Daryl.  Saturdays, ñan adventure with Grandpa Bob.ò

These events continued until 2016, when Daryl married and moved to Alabama. 

In 2022 I met Nancyôs son and his family living in the Hill CountryéFischer, near Canyon Lake, Texas.

Since 2023 we have taken Reina and Great-Grandson Azazel on more adventures:

Dinosaur trackways west of Blanco, and April 2024 Total Eclipse of the Sun near Fredericksburg.
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https://www.expressnews.com/hill-country/article/balcones-escarpment-explainer-what-is-it-18587864.php

Red Circle roughly shows

location of Texasô Hill Country
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Ten Million years

ago the Edwards 

Plateau was uplifted

along the Balcones

 Fault.

This image, and those following, are from Roadside Geology of Texas, Darwin Spearing,

 Mountain Press Publishing, Missoula, MT. Pg 114



Geologic Map of Texas

Legend

Plate Tectonics postulates that in

the Triassic, perhaps 250 million years

ago, Pangea split apart.

After the Cretaceous, that splittingôs later 

phase moved North America away from 

Africa & South America, opening the Gulf.

Sediments from North America from

the Paleocene to Holocene have been

deposited successively at the Gulf

Coast, and seaward, but they are not yet 

consolidated into solid rock.

Roadside Geology of Texas, Pg 12.



Geologic Map of Texasô Hill Country

Balcones Fault System

Legend

Roadside Geology of Texas, Pg  112.
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https://www.expressnews.com/hill-country/

article/balcones-escarpment-explainer-what-

is-it-18587864.php

An important rain situation develops in the 

Hill Country when lifting of moist, potentially

unstable air from the Gulf occurs, when winds 

are from the southwest to southeast.

When the lifting under moist conditions 

develops in the warm months, rain showers

and thundershowers occur. Especially

when tropical development is involved,

rainfall becomes extreme.

NOAAôS records of extreme rainfall 

in this area reflect this reality  
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  NOAAôs Extreme Rainfall Data

            Note Well the extremes in Texas         



https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html
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https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web& ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_N

eOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=result#v=onepage&q&f=false

Extreme Weather: A Guide

 & Record Book

By Christopher C. Burt

The most recent rainfall record

was the 43.00 inches in 24 hrs.

 Alvin, Texas, 25 Jul 1979!

46 Years ago!

https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web&ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_NeOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=result
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Background information on Floods and Flash Floods



Example of Flooding



Sample image from this Flash Flood Event  
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/

Thereôs a stretch of Texas that runs from Dallas to San Antonio along 

Interstate 35, encompassing much of the stateôs central core. It follows the 

curve of the Balcones Escarpment and reaches deep into the rugged terrain 

of the Texas Hill Country.

The combination of volatile weather patterns and the unique landscape of the 

Hill Country creates the perfect conditions for sudden, deadly flash flooding, 

similar to what we saw happen in Kerr County on July 4.

https://www.statesman.com/story/weather/2025/07/09/they-call-it-flash-flood-alley-here-s-what-makes-central-texas

-so-susceptible-to-floods/84522766007
ñThey call it Flash Flood Alley becauseÜ 

itès one of the most flood-prone areas in 

the entire world.æ
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Flash Flooding

Flash floods are exactly what the name suggests: floods that happen in a 

flash! Flash floods generally develop within 6 hours of the immediate cause. 

Causes of flash flooding include heavy rain, ice or debris jams, and levee or 

dam failure. These floods exhibit a rapid rise of water over low-lying areas. 

In some cases, flooding may even occur well away from where heavy rain 

initially fell. This is especially common in the western United States where 

low lying areas may be very dry one minute and filled with rushing water 

from upstream the next.

There are many reasons that flash floods occur, but one of the most 

common is the result of copious amounts of rainfall from thunderstorms that 

cause flash flooding. This can also occur when slow-moving or multiple 

thunderstorms move over the same area. 

https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood-hazards
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Flash Flooding 2

These sudden downpours can rapidly change the water levels in a stream or 

creek and turn small waterways into violent, raging rivers. Urban areas are 

especially prone to flash floods due to the large amounts of concrete and 

asphalt surfaces that do not allow water to penetrate the soil easily.

Steep, hilly, or mountainous terrain produces rapid runoff and quick stream 

response, since the water will travel downhill at greater speeds into rivers 

and over land. Rocky terrain can exacerbate the development of flash floods 

and raging waters since rocks and clay soils do not allow as much water to 

infiltrate the ground. Steep, narrow valleys generate rapidly flowing waters 

that can quickly rise to considerable depth. For instance, a mountain creek 

that is usually only 6 inches deep can swell to a 10-foot depth in less than 

one hour.

https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood-hazards
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Newspaper Records of Texas Hill Country Floods



https://www.statesman.com/story/weather/2025/07/09/they-call-it-flash-flood-alley-here-s-what-

makes-central-texas-so-susceptible-to-floods/84522766007/    <Published 9 July 2025>

ñThe worst floods ever in South-Central Texasò
ñThe Fourth of July weekend flooding across the Hill Country has become 

one of the worst flooding disasters to ever hit this part of the state. More 

than 100 people have died across the Hill Country, the majority of them 

along the Guadalupe River in Kerr County.

Radar estimates show up to 15 inches of rain fell across central and 

southern Kerr County. 

Even higher rainfall totals, up to 20 inches, were reported in parts of Travis, 

Williamson and Burnet counties, where several more deaths have been 

reported.ò

<Comment: NOAAôs records, which we saw earlier, are for rainfall, not floods, 

note the distinction.>
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From the Austin Statesman, 

                    A HISTORY OF FLASH-FLOODING WITH CENTRAL TEXAS RAINS

ñThese are some of the worst floods on record to have hit the area:

September 1921: 
    The remnants of a hurricane, which had made landfall on the

    east coast of Mexico, brought intense rainfall across South and Central Texas. 

   Several rivers, such as the Guadalupe, San Antonio and San Gabriel rivers, were 

   inundated with floodwaters.

   An estimated 40 inches of rain fell near the small town of Thrall,  Northeast of Austin. 

   The resulting floods killed 215 people, making it the deadliest flood in South-Central                    

.  Texas history. 

   The disaster also prompted the construction of flood control infrastructure in the 

   region, including the Olmos Dam in San Antonio and, eventually, the famed 

   San Antonio Riverwalk.ò



     August 1978:

   The remnants of Tropical Storm Amelia produced devastating flooding 

   across Central Texas and the Hill Country. 

  The Medina River and its tributaries above Medina Lake were particularly   

.  hard-hit, along with the Guadalupe River system upstream from 

   Canyon  Lake.

Up to 48 inches of rain were recorded over two days in Medina, about 50 

miles northwest of San Antonio, making it the wettest tropical cyclone on 

record in Texas ð until Hurricane Harvey broke that record in 2017. 

Major flooding devastated Kendall, Kerr and Bandera counties, claiming 33 

lives and causing damage worth more than $110 million, according to the 

U.S. Geological Survey.



 ñJuly 1987: 

 Major flooding hit the Guadalupe River on the morning of July 17, 1987.

 Slow-moving thunderstorms dumped 11 inches of rain near the headwaters 

of the Guadalupe in less than five hours. The result was very similar to what 

transpired in July 2025: a wall of water that traveled down the Guadalupe 

River through Ingram, Kerrville and Comfort.

The Guadalupe River at Kerrville crested at 37.72 feet, the second-highest 

crest ever recorded for that particular location. In Comfort, the river spilled two-

thirds of a mile outside its normal banks.

Tragedy struck when a bus and van from the Pot Oô Gold Christian summer 

camp near Comfort were swept into the floodwaters. Of the 43 people caught in 

the current, 33 were rescued, but 10 teenagers lost their lives.ò



October 1998:

Moisture from a pair of hurricanes in the eastern Pacific Ocean, as well as a 

stalled cold front, produced disastrous flash flooding along the Guadalupe 

River and over the San Antonio metro area

From Oct. 17-19, San Antonio picked up 15.61 inches of rain, including a 

record 13.35 inches in 24 hours. Even higher rainfall totals were recorded to 

the northeast, where more than 30 inches of rain fell in an area near San 

Marcos.

The San Antonio River crested at an unprecedented 64.2 feet in Elmendorf, 

in southern Bexar County. The flooding claimed 31 lives across the region.

https://www.expressnews.com/san-antonio-weather/article/october-hurricanes-texas-pacific-flooding-18391850.php
https://www.expressnews.com/san-antonio-weather/article/october-hurricanes-texas-pacific-flooding-18391850.php
https://www.weather.gov/ewx/wxevent-1998flood
https://www.weather.gov/ewx/wxevent-1998flood


    July 2002: 

     Six consecutive days of storms produced 40 to 45 inches of rainfall for parts of the  

Texas Hill Country. San Antonio was hit hardest on July 1, when the city recorded  9.52 

inches of rain in a single day, the third-rainiest day in San Antonio weather  history.

On July 4, <2002>, water flowed over the Canyon Dam spillway for the first time since 

being completed in 1964, forcing the evacuation of thousands of residents along the 

Guadalupe River and in New Braunfels.

Floodwaters also approached the top of Medina Dam, prompting the evacuation of more 

communities downstream. The Medina River surged to 63.16 feet, more than 28 feet 

above flood stage.

In total, 12 people died during the 2002 floods, including four in San Antonio. 

 



   Brief summary from the Austin Statesman
https://www.statesman.com/story/weather/2025/07/09/they-call-it-flash-flood-alley-here-s-what-makes-

central-texas-so-susceptible-to-floods/84522766007/

 

     Dates                     Weather influences of Flooding rains in/near the Hill Country

 September 1921     Remnants of a hurricaneé

 August 1978            Remnants of Tropical Storm Amelia

 July 1987                 Slow-moving Thunderstorms

 October 1998          Moisture from a pair of Eastern Pacific Hurricanes

 July 2002                 Six consecutive days of storms 

 July 2025  Remnants of Tropical Storm Barry
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NWS Forecasts & specific NWS Austin/San Antonio 

Watches and Warnings for this Flash Flood Event

I found multiple sequence-of-events stories of the Watches, Warnings, and  Flash Flood 

Emergency statements produced by ABC, NBC, and CBS which quote the NWS.

All were useful. 

But, none that I found quoted the Flash Flood Emergency transmitted on X (formerly Twitter)

 at 0233L on 4 July, about 90 minutes BEFORE the strong water rises on the Guadalupe River

 near Kerrville.

Some are included here.

 



https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-flood-emergency-alerts-timeline/

Å CBS News analysis shows there were 22 warnings sent by the National Weather Service for Kerr County and the

 Kerrville area, with escalating language about the urgency of the situation. 

Å There were no alerts sent by local government officials in Kerr County or neighboring Bandera County, to its south;

 they were reliant on National Weather Service alerts. 

Å <3 July 2025><Brackets and Bolds are Edits, added>

11:41 p.m ., Bandera County ð NWS sends a warning  about potentially "life threatening" flash flooding of creeks 

and streams for residents of central Bandera County, the neighboring county to the south of Kerr County and Camp 

Mystic. The message includes some standard NWS flash flooding language: "Turn around, don't drown when 

encountering flooded roads. Most flood deaths occur in vehicles. Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to 

recognize the dangers of flooding. In hilly terrain there are hundreds of low water crossings which are potentially 

dangerous in heavy rain. Do not attempt to cross flooded roads. Find an alternate route." 

Å <4 Jul 2025>

1:14 a.m ., Bandera and Kerr Counties ð This message, the first one for Kerr County , included some of the same 

standard NWS flash flooding language as the warning sent to Bandera about an hour and a half before.

<2:33 a.m.. NWS Issues FLASH FLOOD EMERGENCY for this area on X (Formerly Twitter)> <Not included by 

CBSNEWS.  More in later slides>

3:35 a.m ., Bandera and Kerr Counties ð NWS sends a repeat of its earlier warning  to the two counties, but in the 

warning language it adds: "It is important to know where you are relative to streams, rivers, or creeks which can 

become killers in heavy rains . Campers and hikers should avoid streams or creeks.ñ
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-flood-emergency-alerts-timeline/

4:03 a.m ., Bandera and Kerr Counties ð This NWS message, covering the area that includes Camp Mystic, repeats 

much of the earlier message but is the first to add this more urgent wording: "This is a PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS 

SITUATION. SEEK HIGHER GROUND NOW!" and "Move to higher ground now! This is an extremely dangerous 

and life -threatening situation. Do not attempt to travel unless you are fleeing an area subject to flooding or under an 

evacuation order.ñ

4:03 a.m . ð The National Weather Service in Austin/San Antonio issues a Flash Flood Emergency , stating: "At 403 

AM CDT, Doppler radar and automated rain gauges indicated thunderstorms producing heavy rain. Numerous low water 

crossings as well as the Guadalupe River at Hunt are flooding. Between 4 and 10 inches of rain have fallen. The 

expected rainfall rate is 2 to 4 inches in 1 hour. Additional rainfall amounts of 2 to 4 inches are possible in the 

warned area. Flash flooding is already occurring.ñ

5:34 a.m., Kerr County ð NWS sends a repeat of its earlier warning to Kerr County, which includes Camp Mystic. 

"This is a FLASH FLOOD EMERGENCY for the Guadalupe River from Hunt through Kerrville and Center Point. This is 

a PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS SITUATION. SEEK HIGHER GROUND NOW!" and "Move to higher ground now! 

This is an extremely dangerous and life -threatening situation.ñ

6:06 a.m., Bandera and Kerr Counties ð NWS sends a repeat of its earlier warning to both counties. It reads in part: 

"Local law enforcement reported numerous low water crossings flooded and major flooding occurring along the 

Guadalupe River with rescues taking place. Between 5 and 10 inches of rain have fallen. Additional rainfall amounts up 

to 2 inches are possible in the warned area. Flash flooding is already occurring. This is a FLASH FLOOD 

EMERGENCY for South -central Kerr County, including Hunt. This is a PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS 

SITUATION. SEEK HIGHER GROUND NOW!" 
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6:06 a.m., Bandera and Kerr Counties ð NWS sends a repeat of its earlier warning to both counties. It reads in part: 

"Local law enforcement reported numerous low water crossings flooded and major flooding occurring along the 

Guadalupe River with rescues taking place. Between 5 and 10 inches of rain have fallen. Additional rainfall amounts up 

to 2 inches are possible in the warned area. Flash flooding is already occurring. This is a FLASH FLOOD 

EMERGENCY for South-central Kerr County, including Hunt. This is a PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS SITUATION. 

SEEK HIGHER GROUND NOW!" 

6:27 a.m ., Kerr County ð NWS sends a repeat of its earlier warning to Kerr County, saying "This is a FLASH FLOOD 

EMERGENCY" and "SEEK HIGHER GROUND NOW!ñ

***********************************

Here, and more detail, next slides, is the forecast and

graphic issued on X at 0233L on 4 Jul 2025

The Guadalupe River reached its peak level of about 36 feet at around 7 a.m. Friday, July 4 .
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https://x.com/NWSSanAntonio/status/1941065290009453040

https://x.com/NWSSanAntonio/status/1941065290009453040




https://x.com/NWSSanAntonio/status/

1941065290009453040

This is the Flash Flood Emergency

issued by NWS Austin/San Antonio

at 0233L 4 Jul 2025

https://x.com/NWSSanAntonio/status/1941065290009453040
https://x.com/NWSSanAntonio/status/1941065290009453040


https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/texas-news/national-weather-

service-alert-timeline-texas-flooding/3879084/

To Play: Copy the hyperlink and put it into a web browser. The video plays with ñelevator music.ò

This NBC Compilation 

did NOT mention the

0233 Flash Flood Emergency

NWS sent on X (Twitter)
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https://www.tiktok.com/@rainy.day.weather/video/

7523303442886970679

Right is a still image from the video, link above.

Paste above link into a browser to view this

 mesoscale convective complex in motion.

You probably will want to click to enable the sound 

Next video, link below,  follows the development

of post-Tropical Storm Barry in both Weather

Satellite and Weather Radar loop,  showing the

complexity of  the flooding rainfall pattern

which developed over the Hill Country.

https://www.tiktok.com/@weatherchannel/

video/7523677054261267742

Below is a weather satellite loop, showing the 

Floodôs complex developmental history

https://www.tiktok.com/@fox7austin/video/

7524389215468145975

https://www.tiktok.com/@rainy.day.weather/video/7523303442886970679
https://www.tiktok.com/@rainy.day.weather/video/7523303442886970679
https://www.tiktok.com/@weatherchannel/video/7523677054261267742
https://www.tiktok.com/@weatherchannel/video/7523677054261267742
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Another sequence of forecast events for this 

Flash Flood.

Products issued by NWS Austin/San Antonio

 for this area are in BOLD . 



An unedited timeline provided by the NWS is below. <Edits with bolds for the Hill Country and brackets>

The National Water Center Flood Hazard Outlook issued on Thursday July 3rd morning 

indicated an expansion of flash flood potential to include Kerrville, TX and surrounding 

areas. (NWSô National Water Center in Alabama started operations only in 2015)

A Flood Watch was issued by NWS Austin/San Antonio at 1:18PM CT on Thursday, 

<3 July, afternoon the day before> in effect through Friday <4 Jul 2025> morning.

The Weather Prediction Center (WPC) issued three Mesoscale Precipitation Discussions 

for the excessive rainfall event as early as 6:10PM CDT Thursday indicating the potential 

for Flash Flooding.

The National Water Center Area Hydrologic Discussion (AHD) #144 at issued 6:22 PM 

CDT on 7/3/2025 messaged locally considerable flood wording for areas north and west 

of San Antonio, including the city of Kerrville.

The first Flash Flood Warning for the event was issued at 11:41 PM CDT Thursday 

for Bandera County. "



An unedited timeline provided by the NWS is below. <Continued from above slide>

At 1:14 AM CDT Friday: Flash Flood Warning with a ñconsiderableñ tag was issued 

for Bandera and Kerr Counties. 

Flash Flood Warnings with the Impact-Based Warning tags ñConsiderableò or 

ñCatastrophicò denote high-damage threats and will automatically trigger Wireless 

Emergency Alerts (WEAs) on enabled mobile devices, ensuring only the most life-

threatening flash flood events prompt urgent public notifications. 

All alerts are also sent out over NOAA Weather Radio.

<2:33 AM CDT Friday: FLASH FLOOD EMERGENCY issued on X (Twitter)>

First reports from Kerr County Sheriffs Office of flooding at low water crossings 

had 201 minutes of lead time (4:35 AM CDT).

Flash Flood Warning was upgraded to a Flash Flood Emergency for South -central 

Kerr County, Including Hunt, as early as 4:03 AM Friday.



An unedited timeline provided by the NWS is below. <Continued from above slides>

5:00 AM CT July 4th National Water Center Area Hydrologic Discussion #146 included

concern for widespread considerable flooding through the day. The Flood Hazard Outlook 

was also upgraded to considerable and catastrophic.

Flash Flood Emergency issued for the Guadalupe River at 5:34 AM CDT.

The NWS said it was "heartbroken by the tragic loss of life in Kerr County" and that it 

"remains committed to our mission to serve the American public through our forecasts and 

decision support services.



https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/texas-cutting-edge-weather-forecasts-hit-limits-trump-

budget-cuts-loom-rcna217532

1334 Thurs, 3 Jul <day prior>

NWS issues a Flash Flood Watch

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-flood-emergency-

alerts-timeline/

The National Weather Service issued several flood 

watches for counties in central Texas on Thursday, July 

3, warning of the possibility of rain and flash flooding 

through Fridayé..

Notice NBC News says in the link ñTrump Budget Cutsò

Text boxes add Watch, Warning, and Flash Flood Emergency 
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https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/texas-cutting-edge-weather-forecasts-hit-limits-trump-

budget-cuts-loom-rcna217532                       

0233L: NWS issues

Flash Flood Emergency

on X

0114L NWS issues ñConsiderableò

Flash Flood Warning

Bandera & Kerr County

2341 NWS issues

Flash Flood Warning

for Bandera County

0534L NWS issues Flash

Flood Emergency Guadalupe River

0403L NWS issues Flash Flood

Emergency  for S -Central Kerr

 County including Hunt

Notice NBC News says in the link ñTrump Budget Cutsò
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Refuting Climate Alarmist Stories: 

Trump Budget Cuts to NWS Caused this Disaster



https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/texas-news/national-weather-service-alert-timeline-texas-flooding/3879084/

After the Trump Budget Cuts were announced, the local NWS Forecast Office

 staffing for this flood was cut from 2 to 5 !      < SARCASM>
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Former Kerr County Commissioner Tom Moser described the countyôs flood warning 

system as ñsimply pretty antiquatedò and ñmarginal at the bestò back in 2016. 

ñIt serves some purposes, but itôs not what we should have,ò Moser said, according to a 

transcript of the May 9, 2016, county commissioners meeting.

ñI think the fact that we are probably the highest risk area in the state for flooding, and 

this is not to say we need to do it,ò he said. ñThe indications are that we could improve it.ò

At the time, he suggested having a workshop with the county and the Upper Guadalupe 

River Authority, noting that ñwe both have full responsibility for the entire county for this 

type of system.ò

Moser also said he and others viewed Comal Countyôs system, which included sensors 

in the river at major crossings that monitored water levels and triggered alarms if they 

reached a certain level, notifying the appropriate personnel.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/live-blog/texas-floods-live-updates-kerry-county-rcna217920

Former Kerr County commissioner warned flood warning system was antiquated in 2016
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Texas Counties, Towns, and Communities depend 

solely on the NWS Warnings.  

There is no local emergency warning system for

 Flash Floods.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas -flood -emergency -alerts -timeline/

ñThere were no alerts sent by local government officials in Kerr County or neighboring Bandera 

County, to its south; they were reliant on National Weather Service alerts.ò
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/a-small-texas-community

-where-everyone-survived-flooding-has-sirens-that-warned-them/

ar-AA1ImZec                                                   Comfort, Texas ,

Morales said they cobbled together money from a grant, 

from the county commission, the departmentôs own budget 

and from the local electric utility, which also donated a siren 

pole. They also got help installing the flood sensor gauge in 

the creek.

The price tag with all the donated materials and the costs 

the department fronted was somewhere around $50,000 to 

$60,000 or ñmaybe a little more,ò Morales said.

In Kerr County, the price tag for a proposed flood warning 

system for a larger swath of the Guadalupe River was close 

to $1 million, which caused several county and city officials 

to balk when attempts at grants and other funding 

opportunities fell through. They ultimately didn't install the 

warning systems near the camps where dozens of young 

campers died in the recent flooding.

A small Texas community where everyone 

survived flooding has sirens that warned them
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/maps-texas-flash-flooding-camp-mystic/

https://www.khou.com/article/news/state/texas-news/texas-flood/texas-hill-country-flood-death-toll-camp-mystic-missing-search

On 17 July 2025, KHOU

reported the 4 July death toll 

was 132, including

27 Campers and Counselors 

from Camp Mystic. 

Camp Co-Director Richard 

Eastland died while trying to 

save campers.

More than 100 are still 

missing.
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fema-removed-dozens-of-camp-mystic-buildings-from-100-year-flood-map-before

-expansion-records-show/ar-AA1Itagy

ñFederal regulators repeatedly granted appeals to remove Camp Mystic's buildings from 

their 100-year flood map, loosening oversight as the camp operated and expanded in a 

dangerous flood plain in the years before rushing waters swept away children and 

counselors, a review by The Associated Press found.ò
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Climate Alarmist Stories about this Flash Flood



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/05/climate/texas-flood-climate-change.html
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Splendid example of yellow journalism in the New York Times .   The extreme rainfall records 

for this area of Texas are:  15 inches in 2 hours, DôHanis, TX, 1935, 22 inches in 2 hrs., 45 

minutes, DôHanis TX, 1935, and 36.4 inches in 18 hrs., Thrall, TX, 1921. 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html   Next slide.

Shows the NYT does not look up data before making sensational claims.

Rainfall for this flash flood:

~12 inches in 2 hours. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/05/climate

/texas-flood-climate-change.html
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https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

Letôs look again at those extreme

rainfall records, especially those

set in Texas, in light of the 

New York Times claims.

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-lasting-threat-of-trumps-cuts-to-noaa-and-

nws-on-american-communities/

<Comment: 30 cm is 11.8 inches.  But 22 inches! fell in 2.75 hours in 1935 at DôHanis, 

TX> American Progress is deceptive and not telling the truth found in the data at 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html
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-nws-on-american-communities/

<An emotional appeal by American Progress.

 NWSô National Hurricane Center is on the job, as is NWSô Storm Prediction Center> 
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Charges the NWS issued poor flash flood warnings
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From Texas Monthly Magazine , their story, ñWhat Went Wrong With Texas Floods?ò previous slide. 

Below, quotes from that article:

ñOther insiders have said the budget cuts may have played a role in forecasting errors. Murphy,

who took voluntary retirement at the end of April as part of DOGE-led workforce reductions, pointed out 

that five of the eleven balloons that the NWS typically sends up around Texas and adjacent states each 

morning to collect weather data are currently grounded due to DOGE-created staffing shortages. 

óThe additional data from those balloons couldôve helped with the forecasting,ô he said.ò

The Murphy quoted here is Victor Murphy, the former climate service program manager for the 

National Weather Service Southern Region, which includes Texas. 

This lack of data has adverse impacts on the quality of the forecast,ò Murphy told me. 

ñThatôs a hundred percent due to DOGE. Thereôs no ifs, ands, or buts.ò 

Here we have a former employee speaking authoritatively about a subject with which he

should have expertise, but he clearly is quite ignorant.

The quality of forecasts when the air mass is tropical is clearly not dependent on the sounding 

measurements taken poleward, in middle latitudes, where the air mass is dominated by traveling high and 

low-pressure systems, notably in the cool and cold months in middle-latitude and polar regions.



https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/what-went-wrong-texas-floods/?fbclid=IwQ0xDSwLfJuxleHRuA

2FlbQIxMQABHkxZ-_1zulBWBi1rnG6yU1uv15zDbksdfPmwmTPhSlrr59PQaqrZN3BUZAEn_aem_ux4n74

Jekm8XKVePwtvzLA

State officials are blaming the NWS for undercooking its rainfall forecast. ñListen, everybody got the 

forecast from the National Weather Service, right?ò said Nim Kidd, the director of the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management, shortly after the storm. ñYou all got it, youôre all in media, you got that 

forecast. It did not predict the amount of rain that we saw.ò

Before the rain began falling late Thursday, the NWS warned of isolated totals of up to 7 inches. This 

does appear to have been an underestimate.

COMMENT:

  ***At 0233 the NWS issued a FLASH FLOOD EMERGENCY for 5 -10 inches of rain***

---This was 90 minutes Before the Flooding Rises on the Guadalupe River in Kerrville --

-
ñThere were very high rainfall totals on the South Fork of the Guadalupe, where Camp 

Mystic is located, according to the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, a governmental 

entity that manages the river system and maintains several rainfall gauges on the South 

Fork.  As much as 12.2 inches fell on July 4 upstream of Camp Mystic. ñThatôs pretty 

impressive,ò said Victor Murphy, the former climate service program manager for the 

National Weather Service Southern Region, which includes Texas. ñThatôs far and away 

the highest total weôve seen.ò
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ñHowever, officials have repeatedly said there was more rain than had been predicted.ò

ñThe original forecast that we received Wednesday from the National Weather Service 

predictedéfour to eight inches in the Hill Country,ò Texas Emergency Management 

Chief W. Nim Kidd told reporters last week.

ñThe amount of rain that fell at this specific location was never in any of those forecasts.ò 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/texas-floods-mapped-here-are-the affected-

areas-as-death-toll-rises/ar-AA1I8u7K

Story quotes Texas Emergency Management Chief W. Nim Kidd, seemingly deflecting blame. 

  

CBS News: ñThere were no alerts sent by local government officials in Kerr County or neighboring 

Bandera County, to its south; they were reliant on National Weather Service alerts.ò 

At 0233L NWS Austin/San Antonio sent a Flash Flood Emergency on X (former Twitter) showing 

5-10 inches of rain had already fallen. This was ~90 minutes prior to the rapid rise of water at 

Kerrville, on the Guadalupe River.
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ñForecasting Errors?ò

The Forecast, Watch,

Warning, and Flash Flood

Emergencies all seem

to be forecast hits to me.

The issue of alleged

missing balloon

soundingsô effects is

examined on a map

in the slides ahead.
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