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Outline

 MY INTRODUCTION to the NAS: Supporting Titan 2 Missiles with Toxic Corridors, then 

Toxic Corridors for WSMR’s HELSTF. 

 The National Academy of Sciences,  first, in its own words

 

 National Academy of Sciences Committee on Toxicology

• NAS Book, Advancing the Science of Climate Change (2010)

•  National Academies Consensus Study Report, Effects of Human-Caused Greenhouse  

 Gas Emissions on U.S. Climate, Health, and Welfare (in press, 2025)

             Dr Frank Lasee’: “The NAS Climate Report: A Biased Rush to Rubber-Stamp Costly 

Regulations,” 18 Sep 2025

 

 Dr Steve Koonin: “At Long Last, Clarity on Climate,” 9 Sep 2025

 Dr David Wojick: “National Academies Go Preposterous on CO2,” 24 Sep 2025 

 

 Steve Milloy: “Rigged Report by National Academies Aims to Thwart Trump Energy Agenda,” 

21 Sep 2025



Outline (Continued)

 Daily Caller: “Insiders Say National Academy Of Sciences’ Climate Report Clapping Back At 

Trump EPA Has More Holes Than Swiss Cheese,” 17 Sep 2025

 CASF.ME: The Fifth National Climate Assessment, NCA5, It is Full of Bogus Claims. 15 

Dec 2023 https://casf.me/a-critique-of-the-fifth-national-climate-assessment/

CASF.ME: BS at the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine (contained 

within the above post/graphics) Content copied from the Academies Website 16 Aug 2019, edited 

26 Feb 2020.

  Edits throughout: paragraphing, spacing, added for clarity. Underlining, bolds, added for 

emphasis.
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     What’s happened to the National Academy of Sciences?

     Bottom Line up Front:

     Located in The Swamp, they have lost their Pursuit of Truth   

through careful scientific observation. They sank deep into 

The Swamp and are now part of the Deep State!

      Proof of this follows…





NAS Great Hall



MY INTRODUCTION to the NAS:

 Supporting Titan 2 Missiles and preparing Toxic Corridors, 

then, Toxic Corridors for HELSTF. 



Calculation of Titan 2 missile toxic corridors  is a subject with 

which Webmaster Jon Kahler and I, have direct experience, 

from our US Air Force Active-Duty days.



AWS TR 80-003 ABSTRACT:

“Methods for defining evacuation areas for accidental spills of toxic chemicals 

are presented. These spills can present serious health hazards to people 

exposed to excessive vapor concentrations downwind of the accident. An 

empirical diffusion equation is used to calculate the downwind hazard 

distance. The width of the toxic corridor specified in angular degrees 

centered along the mean wind direction, is based upon the variability of the 

wind direction. Flexibility in estimating toxic corridor evacuation areas is 

allowed through a choice of four different methods involving the use of 

tables, nomograms, and a programmable calculator. Appendices present 

worksheets, example problems procedures for determining meteorological 

inputs, a procedure for determining evaporative source strength, and other 

items.”



PREFACE

“The Air Weather Service (AWS) is tasked by AFR 355-1, 14 May 1979, 

(para 2-12g) to provide diffusion predictions for toxic chemicals released to 

the atmosphere. This technical report presents several forms of a simple 

technique for use by AWS detachment forecasters for determining toxic 

corridors in the event of an accidental spill or release to the atmosphere of a 

toxic chemical. These techniques are largely based upon AWS Pamphlet 

105-57, "Calculation of Toxic Corridors,” (which has been rescinded), 

AWSTR 176, "Diffusion Forecasting for TITAN II Operations," and AFGL

Report, "The Ocean Breeze and Dry Gulch Diffusion Program, Volume II." 

Additional information can be found in AWSTR 214, "Guide to Local 

Diffusion of Air Pollutants.”



PREFACE (Cont’d)

These references and others pertaining to the Ocean Breeze and Dry Gulch 

programs and toxic corridor forecasting are listed in the references.

The basic technique of using toxic corridor tables calculated from the Ocean 

Breeze and Dry Gulch equation has been in use for nearly two decades by 

weather units supporting TITAN missile operations. During that period slight 

modifications and refinements to the procedures have been made but the 

basis for the technique has remained the same. This technical report 

continues the use of the above equation to determine toxic corridor lengths 

and contains additional, alternative approaches for arriving at the same 

answer. This additional flexibility should allow AWS forecasters the 

opportunity to select the means of making these calculations that is best 

suited to their particular situation.”



The authors of AWSTR 80-003 depended on the National Academy of Science’s Committee on Toxicology

to define the critical concentrations of the fuel and oxidizer used in the Titan 2 ICBM. These are the  concentrations, 

the Short-Term Public Exposure Limits, STPELs, which, to avoid harming the public, could not be exceeded.

This involved knowing the source strength of the fuel or oxidizer in case of accidental release, and other data (below).

The rate of diffusion of the fuel or oxidizer into the atmosphere (to safe concentrations) is based on the stability of

the surface layer of the atmosphere, characterized by the 16m – 2m Temperature Difference.   At each Titan 2 missile

site, there was a set of meteorological instruments to measure directly the <16M – 2M> temperature difference,

 one of the inputs needed to solve the Ocean-Breeze Dry Gulch Equation, often OBDG.

Each Missile Site also had an airfield anemometer to measure the downwind direction and the range of 

 wind direction variability.

The weather unit’s maintenance section made sure that these instruments were calibrated and in good working order

prior to a Propellant Transfer System, PTS, operation.

Safety procedures required knowledge of the critical concentration not to be exceeded if a toxic spill occurred during the 

 PTS, the STPEL. Air Weather Service got this from the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Toxicology.

On request, the weather unit provided the Toxic Corridor Advisory to the Missile Unit PTS team.  If the toxic corridor 

extended into public land, for instance a school, hospital, retirement village, or residential area, the PTS team would

not conduct the operation until the calculated Toxic Corridor did NOT cross into areas such as these.



Weather Support to the 
390th Strategic Missile Wing

(Titan 2)
Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ

1976-1979

Calculation of toxic corridors is a subject with which Webmaster Jon Kahler and I have direct       

experience, starting from our US Air Force Active-Duty days, later with WSMR and HELSTF.

The U.S. Air Force maintained Titan II Intercontinental Ballistic 

Missiles (ICBMs) on Nuclear Alert for 24 years, from their initial 

deployment in 1963 until their final retirement in 1987. These 

missiles were stationed in underground silos near three Air 

Force bases in Arizona, Kansas, and Arkansas.

When missile maintenance involving movement of  the propellants, (UDMH

and N2O4) was required, a Propellant Transfer System operation, (PTS)

was scheduled. A PTS had a possibility that toxic propellants might be 

accidentally spilled or released into the atmosphere. The Weather Unit

prepared toxic corridor advisories for the Titan 2 maintenance crew.



My best estimate of the Titan 2’s major components

Sustainer Section,

Second Stage.

100,000# Thrust

Booster Section,

First Stage.

403,000# Thrust

Warhead:  single W-53 thermonuclear warhead;   9-megaton yield.

   Re-entry Vehicle, also RV.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGM25C_Titan_II

Part of the Titan rocket family, the 

Titan II ICBM was the successor to 

the Titan I, with double the payload. 

Unlike the Titan I, it used hydrazine-

based hypergolic propellant which 

was storable and reliably ignited. 

This reduced time to launch and 

permitted it to be launched from its 

silo. Titan II carried the largest 

single warhead of any American 

ICBM.
Gross Wt 339,000#

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGM25C_Titan_II


SIDEBAR
One of the Missile Sites of the 390th Strategic

Missile Wing is preserved south of Tucson;  it is

the Titan Missile Museum.

You can obtain tickets on-line and visit the above ground

and below ground portions of the site.

https://titanmissilemuseum.org/  (RECOMMENDED)

When I was Weather Unit Commander at Davis-Monthan AFB,

I took official visitors on tour of a missile site and an On-Alert

missile several times.

I have also visited this specific site, 571-7, since it has become

the Titan Missile Museum.

The missile itself is the training missile from Shepard

AFB, where technical training took place before 

Airmen were sent to the Missile Wing. This missile never had

the toxic propellants loaded, so it was never On Alert. 

https://titanmissilemuseum.org/


Google Map of Tucson, AZ, and surrounding areas



http://www.siloworld.net/390th%20SMW/

390th%20SMW.htm

http://www.siloworld.net/390th%20SMW/390th%20SMW.htm
http://www.siloworld.net/390th%20SMW/390th%20SMW.htm


Between 1963 and 1984, a complex hosting a 340,000 lb. Titan II missile with a 9-

megaton nuclear warhead stood at the ready just 25 miles from Tucson, AZ. One of 

the six squadrons that operated the Titan II missile across the western United 

States, the 390th Strategic Missile Wing operated 18 silos in total. 

With the United State’s entrance into the SALT treaty and having outlived their 

projected service life, the Titan II missiles were phased out of service starting in 

1982. Under an agreement with the Soviet Union, site 571-7 was deactivated and 

saved as the single remaining example of a 24-hour alert liquid-fueled ICBM missile 

launch site.

https://www.gregorycouch.com/blog/titan-ii-icbm-site-571-7

https://titanmissilemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Topside-TMM.pdf
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https://titanmissilemuseum.org/titan-missile-museum-gallery/

Silo Door

Above Ground Museum and 

Entrance Gate

IRCS Communications Antenna

Delta-T pole for Toxic Corridors

Chain Link perimeter fence

PTS equipment

 staged around

the silo door.
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When maintenance required the Reentry

Vehicle (RV) to be dismounted from the missile, 

the RV was moved to Davis Monthan AFB, to 

the Hangar used by the 390th Strat Missile Wing.

This operation was called a “Liberty Bell,”

because of the size and shape of the RV.

Because the RV would temporarily be on

Arizona highways for the trip to DM, and because

DMAFB was within an hour’s drive from Mexico,

security of the RV during its movement was

paramount.

There was a convoy, armed Security Police in 

SP Vehicles in front and back of the trailer

truck, which moved the RV to DMAFB.

Overhead, the Rescue Detachment flew a

UH-1 Air Cover Helicopter also containing 4 

armed Security Policemen.

“LIBERTY BELL” OPERATIONS 

If there was the slightest weather problem forecast for 

the Liberty Bell, for instance a forecast of thunderstorms 

with areas of blowing dust restricting visibility, the Liberty 

Bell would be postponed to a time when such conditions 

would not jeopardize the movement of the RV, the 

Security Convoy, and its Air Cover. 

There is now no reference to “Liberty Bell” for Titan 2

maintenance that I could find in Internet Search.



https://titanmissilemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Topside-TMM.pdf

When the RV separated from the Sustainer Stage, both traveled on a ballistic trajectory towards the target.

Defending Radar Systems had difficulties separating the RV’s signature from the Sustainer’s signature.
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https://titanmissilemuseum

.org/museum/map/

On Nuclear Alert, the missile was

suspended on huge springs…

sitting upon three missile support

prongs.

The only thing keeping the 

missile in the silo was the 

Silo Door and the signal to

launch, which allowed the 

propellants to ignite.

The propellants were hypergolic.

https://titanmissilemuseum.org/museum/map/
https://titanmissilemuseum.org/museum/map/


There is a slot cut into this

RV to show it is inert.

This part of the launch

complex is on springs so

it could ride out a nearby

explosion if there was an

attack.

Missile Combat Crew 

Commander running the

checklist. I got to look up into these rocket motors 

during  my visits.  You never forget. 

Below-ground components of the Titan Missile Museum



End SIDEBAR



This video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVRA8NRr4Gg

describes the Propellant Transfer System operation.   Plotting the Toxic

Corridor prepared by the Weather Detachment is shown about the 3:12 mark

Our  Weather Maintenance 

troops needed access to the 

missile site in order to perform 

maintenance on the Weather 

Equipment. They were on the 

Human Reliability Program (HRP 

Critical).  I was on HRP Control. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVRA8NRr4Gg


NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES



https://www.nationalacademies.org/about

https://www.nationalacademies.org/about


Later, we’ll get the opportunity to assess this

Core Value.
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https://www.nasonline.org/membership/membership-overview/

Here is the key weakness. NAS does not recognize

Earth Sciences as a Class of Sciences with which it 

should have expertise. Geology, Meteorology, and Climate 

are not represented.  NAS is profoundly ignorant here. This 

helps explain their ignorant pronouncements we’ve seen,  and 

we’ll see more.    “They don’t know what they don’t know.”
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https://www.nasonline.org/about-the-nas/
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/committee-on-toxicology
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SIDEBAR:

   At HELSTF, we used the MIRACL device to create Duterated (Duterium) Hydrogen Fluoride, 

     DF, to generate the MIRACL lasing wavelength of 3.8 um.

     Toxic Fluorine, F2 and Nitrogen Fluoride, NF3 were the Oxidizers to generate DF in the

     MIRACL device. 

MIRACL

 Mid Infra Red Advanced Chemical Laser

SLBD    

SEA LIGHT Beam Director         



AMRL-TR-71-120 is the report number for the Proceedings of the 2nd Annual Conference on 

Environmental Toxicology, held in Fairborn, Ohio, on August 31 and September 1–2, 1971. The 

conference was organized by the Aerospace Medical Research Laboratory (AMRL) at Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base



At HELSTF, we  used on-site measurements of <T (16m) – T (2m) > and wind direction and wind 

direction variability> plus the diffusion tables from the Ocean-Breeze Dry-Gulch Equation to produce 

toxic corridors for the two toxic oxidizers used at HELSTF, F2 and NF3.  We got the Public Exposure  

Limits (PEL) from the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Toxicology.  

                                                         END SIDEBAR

At HELSTF, we used the MIRACL device to create Duterated (Duterium) Hydrogen                            

.   Fluoride, DF, to generate the MIRACL lasing wavelength of 3.8 um.

    Toxic Fluorine, F2, and Nitrogen Fluoride, NF3. were the Oxidizers to generate DF in the

     MIRACL device. (1984-1994)

Today

https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.go

v/compound/24553#section=Ex

plosive-Limits-and-Potentia

DF    3  PPM

NF3 10 PPM

F2     0.1 PPM
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/committee-on-toxicology

The NAS and the Committee had been doing so well, but then the 

seemingly inevitable environment of The DC Swamp took over the National 

Academies…which you can see below:

Yes, the National Academies say with a straight face, 

we humans can “limit future climate change.”

No, National Academies, extreme

weather is NOT increasing, nor

are fires increasing, IF YOU LOOK

UP the DATA.
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Salient Points:

Ryan Maue has been keeping track of Hurricanes, Typhoons, and  Tropical Storms.

His methodology uses modern satellite detection and wind speed determinations

of the number and strength of these systems since 1980.

Examination of Maue’s charts shows an inter-decadal variability clearly at odds with the 

monotonic increase in <CO2> ongoing since about 1800.

NAS and other Alarmist claims that the intensity of severity of hurricanes is 

increasing is shown to be false.

Clearly, the alarmists at the National Academies have no idea what they are talking about. 

Ryan Maue’s data and time series charts clearly falsify the National Academies’ claims. 



https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-tornadoes/
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Salient Points:

The opening paragraphs from the Executive Summary from the  Fourth National Climate Assessment 

contain these words, “The last few years have also seen record-breaking, climate-related weather 

extremes…”

The National Academies also proclaim, “more extreme weather.”

Sensing technologies and increasing numbers of citizens now allow us to detect many weak 

rotating local storms that were not able to be sensed in the past.

The deployment in the USA of Doppler Weather Radar, combined with the increasing number

of citizens able to sense and report rotating local storms and the damage they cause, has allowed us to

know for sure that the number of strong to violent local storms and Tornadoes has significantly decreased 

over the USA. 

The alarmist claims of the National Academies are plainly wrong. 

https://science2017.globalchange.gov/chapter/executive-summary/




Salient Points:

The National Academies climate alarmists state that US Forest Fires are ‘more frequent 

and intense’ because of Human-Caused, CO2-Fueled global warming..

In 2021 the Sierra Club said, “2021: Another horrific fire season in the West,” The National

Interagency Fire Center, NIFC, listed the 2021 burned acreage as 7,125,643 acres burned. 

The chart shows that 2021’s ~7 million acres burned is about 23% of the acreage which 

burned around 1930.

NIFC also reported at https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/statistics/wildfires “Prior to 1983,

 the federal wildland fire agencies did not track official wildfire data using current reporting 

processes. As a result,  there is no official data prior to 1983 posted on this site.“

This is either obfuscation or a lie, depending on how you view it. In the 20th Century the US

Federal Government had a good wildfire reporting system, good enough for the New York Times

 to report, on 9 October 1938, Forest Fires <in 1937> burned, “one every three minutes.”

https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/statistics/wildfires
https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/statistics/wildfires
https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/statistics/wildfires


https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/accelerating-climate-progress-with-ai-from-science-to-

action-a-workshop

The National Academies is organizing a workshop to explore innovative 

ways AI can enhance climate science and support decision-making for 

resilience and mitigation. The workshop will identify critical applications 

where AI can inform climate action at speed and scale, consider how 

AI’s broader societal impacts affect approaches for addressing climate 

change, and provide a forum for cross-sectoral dialogue.

Possible topics of discussion may include: emerging AI tools to advance 

climate modeling and resilience efforts, key needs for climate information 

at local and national levels, and ways AI can transform climate science 

into actionable information for decision-makers.

I think the National Academies’ notions that they, using AI, can “inform climate action at speed and 

scale” is fatuous, false, and likely to turn tax money into wasted effort such as Germany’s closure of 

perfectly good nuclear power plants in pursuit of low CO2 electricity from Wind and Solar.
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The following graphics come from the first erroneous NAS book I found, in these Presentation Graphics:
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The following slides contain

quotes from this book, and 

examples of the

blatant falsehoods it contains.
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Advancing the Science of Climate Change 

(2010) National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine. 2010. Advancing the 

Science of Climate Change. Washington, DC: 

The National Academies Press. 
https://doi.org/10.17226/12782.

This book:  Advancing the Science of Climate Change  

Book was published in 2010. Barack Obama was President from 2009-2017.

More about the book in the following slides. 

https://doi.org/10.17226/12782
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CHAPTER TWO

What We Know About Climate Change and Its Interactions with People and Ecosystems

”Natural climate variability leads to year-to-year and decade-

to-decade fluctuations in temperature and other climate 

variables, as well as substantial regional differences, but 

cannot explain or offset the long-term warming trend.”  

(* Next Slide )

 PINK ARROWS SHOW these statements 
are BS!
”Global warming is closely associated with a broad 

spectrum of other changes, such as increases in the 

frequency of intense rainfall, decreases in Northern 

Hemisphere snow cover and Arctic sea ice, warmer and 

more frequent hot days and nights, rising sea levels, and 

widespread ocean acidification.”

One Result of my Internet Search on  Notion that present climate will lead to an “existential threat” to human life

Data plot from Rutgers Snow Lab shows INCREASING snow cover

https://www.nap.edu/read/12782/chapter/5


http://soundwaves.usgs.gov/2001/07/glacierbaymap.gif

*
 US Geological Survey map

 of Glacier Bay showing how

 glacial melt occurred over

 time.

Glacier Bay melt map shows 

glaciers have been melting 

back from mouth of Glacier 

Bay since 1760-1780, i.e., 

since before Washington was 

US President.

Shows long-term warming.

Explains the mystery of the long-term

warming National Academy of Sciences

could not find.

http://soundwaves.usgs.gov/2001/07/glacierbaymap.gif
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CHAPTER TWO

What We Know About Climate Change and Its Interactions with People and Ecosystems

•Natural climate variability leads to year-to-year and decade-to-

decade fluctuations in temperature and other climate variables, as 

well as substantial regional differences, but cannot explain or offset 

the long-term warming trend.

•Global warming is closely associated with a broad spectrum of 

other changes, such as increases in the frequency of intense 

rainfall, decreases in Northern Hemisphere snow cover and Arctic 

sea ice, warmer and more frequent hot days and nights, rising sea 

levels, and widespread ocean acidification.

One Result of my Internet Search on  Notion that present climate will lead to an “existential threat” to human life

The green curve is <CO2> over time.
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CHAPTER TWO

What We Know About Climate Change and Its Interactions with People and Ecosystems

•Natural climate variability leads to year-to-year and decade-to-

decade fluctuations in temperature and other climate variables, as 

well as substantial regional differences, but cannot explain or offset 

the long-term warming trend.

•Global warming is closely associated with a broad spectrum of 

other changes, such as increases in the frequency of intense 

rainfall, decreases in Northern Hemisphere snow cover and 

Arctic sea ice, warmer and more frequent hot days and nights, 

rising sea levels, and widespread ocean acidification.

One Result of my Internet Search on  Notion that present climate will lead to an “existential threat” to human life

DMI Arctic sea Ice Volume 2008-2019                       MASIE Arctic Sea Ice Extent 2008-2018
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http://casf.me/recent-

downpours-increasing-

never-mind-its-another-

alarmist-claim-demolished-

by-carefulobservation

/#more-1497

The apparently dramatic 

increases in precipitation 

that are shown in the top

 portion of this figure are the

 result of the shielded rain

 and snow gages that were

 installed by the National

 Weather Service during the

 modernizations begun in

 the 1990s.

http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497
http://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful-observation/#more-1497


https://casf.me/recent-downpours-increasing-never-mind-its-another-alarmist-claim-demolished-by-careful

-observation/
We now know that these

precipitation increases are 

real, but they are artifacts of

improved collection of 

precipitation with dual-shielded

ASOS gages, not changing

weather or climate.

Data, Next Slide.
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In Blue, the Jump Discontinuity,  a “square wave,” in the record!

This chart, others, came from

my colleague from the

International Climate Change

Conferences, David Legates
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This is the SECOND National Academies

book I found, containing serious errors.

CO2 emissions don’t cause adverse Climate,

Health and Welfare changes.
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More, in Frank Lasee’s post. 
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    Frank Lasee | Sep 18, 2025 

The NAS Climate Report: A Biased Rush to Rubber-Stamp Costly Regulations

Frank Lasee
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The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NAS) claims its fast-

tracked report, due September 2025, will objectively assess the EPA’s 2025 proposal to 

repeal the 2009 Endangerment Finding (EF), which regulates CO2 as a pollutant. 

However, the committee’s composition and process suggest political motivation—

not scientific rigor—as nearly every member of the committee is biased.

The EF ignores that humans exhale about 800 pounds of CO2 annually, while rising 

atmospheric CO2 is greening the planet, boosting crop yields by up to 40% at 840 

ppm—double current levels, likely 180 years away. Greater food crop yields are a 

tremendous benefit.

The NAS panel, with 13 of 15 members tied to climate alarmism and funded by groups 

like the Ford Foundation with scant climate credentials, seems primed to affirm a 

catastrophic CO2 narrative. It’s likely to dismiss evidence questioning the EF’s necessity, 

such as Asia and Africa’s rising emissions dwarfing U.S. reductions, or the economic 

benefits to repealing it, which will save Americans trillions in energy and food costs.
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Electricity prices surged 7% from June 2024 to June 2025—twice inflation’s rate—driven 

by EF-based policies pushing costly shifts from coal and gas to intermittent wind and 

solar. The Center for American Progress reports 81 million electric customers will face 

$67 billion in hikes through 2028, with utilities like Dominion Energy raising bills 

$21/month for “green” mandates. These regulations, assuming CO2 drives dangerous 

warming, force premature coal plant closures, adding billions to consumer costs.

The committee, led by Shirley Tilghman, a molecular biologist without climate 

expertise, promotes alarmist claims. Marika Holland’s extreme Arctic ice loss 

scenarios ignore stable trends since 2005, while Kari Nadeau links CO2 to health crises, 

dismissing its role in increased food production. Arthur Lee’s carbon capture ties create 

conflicts, as his career depends on CO2’s villainization.
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The Energy Department’s recent report is drawing predictable criticism from politicized scientists,

by Steven E. Koonin.  Dr. Koonin is a senior fellow at Stanford’s Hoover Institution and author of 

“Unsettled: What Climate Science Tells Us, What It Doesn’t, and Why It Matters.”

Excerpt:

A recent Energy Department report challenged the widespread belief that greenhouse-gas emissions pose 

a serious threat to the nation. It likely soothed Americans irked by forced energy transitions, but you would 

be wrong to assume it reassured many alarmed by hypothetical climate catastrophes.

There is a disconnect between public perceptions of climate change and climate science—and between 

past government reports and the science itself. Energy Secretary Chris Wright understands this. It’s why he 

commissioned an independent assessment by a team of five senior scientists, including me, to provide 

clearer insights into what’s known and not about the changing climate.

Collectively, our team brought to the task more than 200 years of research experience, almost all directly 

relevant to climate studies. The resulting peer-reviewed report is entirely our work, free from political 

influence—a departure from previous assessments. It draws from United Nations and U.S. climate reports, 

peer-reviewed research, and primary observations to focus on important aspects of climate science that 

have been misrepresented to nonexperts.
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Among the report’s key findings:
• Elevated carbon-dioxide levels enhance plant growth, contributing to global greening and increased 

agricultural productivity.

• Complex climate models provide limited guidance on the climate’s response to rising carbon-dioxide 

levels. Overly sensitive models, often using extreme scenarios, have exaggerated future warming 

projections and consequences.

• Data aggregated over the continental U.S. show no significant long-term trends in most extreme weather 

events. Claims of more frequent or intense hurricanes, tornadoes, floods and dryness in America aren’t 

supported by historical records.

• While global sea levels have risen about 8 inches since 1900, aggregate U.S. tide-gauge data don’t show 

the long-term acceleration expected from a warming globe.

• Natural climate variability, data limitations and model deficiencies complicate efforts to attribute specific climate 

changes or extreme events to human CO2 emissions.

• The use of the words “existential,” “crisis” and “emergency” to describe the projected effects of human-

caused warming on the U.S. economy finds scant support in the data.
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Among the report’s key findings…Cont’d:
 

• Overly aggressive policies aimed at reducing emissions could do more harm than good by hiking the 

cost of energy and degrading its reliability. Even the most ambitious reductions in U.S. emissions would 

have little direct effect on global emissions and an even smaller effect on climate trends.

• Our report is the first from Washington in years that deviates from the narrative of a climate headed for 

catastrophe. That these findings surprised many speaks to a governmental failure to communicate 

climate science accurately to the public.

• Our work has attracted strong criticism, despite its grounding in established science. Almost 60,000 

comments were submitted to the Federal Register during the month after its publication, and the 

Environmental Defense Fund and Union of Concerned Scientists filed a lawsuit to prevent the Energy 

Department or Environmental Protection Agency from using the report in decision-making. Most of these 

challenges have no scientific backing. Though scientists supporting the so-called consensus on climate 

change have organized several serious critiques, these at most add detail and nuance to our findings, 

without negating the report’s central points. They still merit response, which will form the next round in 

an overdue public debate on the effects of greenhouse-gas emissions.
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            David Wojick                
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The fast-track study description makes reference to disagreements, so it needs to thoroughly address what is likely the 

greatest of the many disagreements that characterize the scientific debate. The issue is what is known simply as 

CO2 climate sensitivity.

I am sure the study committee is familiar with this concept. Roughly speaking, it is the amount of warming 

projected to occur if the atmospheric concentration of CO2 is doubled, all other things being equal. Note that this 

is not a prediction as numerous other things are likely to occur in reality. For example: changes in cloud cover, in 

ocean circulation, or in long term chaotic parameter oscillations.

Even so, CO2 sensitivity is a central measure when it comes to the question of whether a CO2 increase might be 

harmful. There are several levels of deep disagreement over the magnitude of CO2 sensitivity. The first level is 

within the collection of climate models. These present a wide range of values, from just under two degrees C to well 

over five degrees. This great range is sufficient to show that no model can be taken to be likely to be correct. As a 

corollary, it follows that no extreme event CO2 attribution study based on one model can be considered correct.

The degree of disagreement increases when one considers the observation-based estimates of CO2 sensitivity. These 

mostly range from as little as 1.0 degrees C to 2.5 degrees, with none supporting the higher model values. This 

is especially important given that the hotter models are the primary evidence that increasing CO2 might be harmful. 

Disagreement is a powerful form of uncertainty.

The lack of evidence due to uncertainty gets even greater when one adds in the various arguments that the CO2 

increase has not caused a significant fraction of the observed warming or that the CO2 increase is not driven 

solely by our emissions. These arguments also need to be addressed.

<bold added>
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Given this great range of disagreement over CO2 sensitivity, it is reasonable to conclude that the hotter 

models provide little evidence that our CO2 emissions are likely to be harmful. The fast-track study 

should be careful not to make such an unsupportable claim.

2. Numerous other major disagreements

More broadly, it is the case that pretty much every significant piece of evidence in the climate debate is 

subject to serious disagreement. The debate is quite thorough in this regard. The fast-track study should 

not report pieces of evidence without characterizing these disagreements.

3. Sources for finding major disagreements

As to sources, it is important to note that disagreements seldom appear in the peer 

reviewed literature. Journals present findings, not debates. Traditionally, debates 

occurred in Q&A sessions after papers were presented and in private correspondence, 

including group email exchanges. Happily, they can now be found in public blogs, and 

these should be considered as a source for disagreements in this study.
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…

A good starting point is Dr. Judith Curry’s blog, Climate, Etc., found at   https://judithcurry.com/

This blog includes a number of lengthy and reasonably respectful scientific debates over major issues 

relevant to the fast-track study. For example, a recent case starts with an article by an observational CO2 

sensitivity researcher — “Addressing misconceptions about Climate Sensitivity research: a Response to 

recent Criticisms” — which is clearly about disagreements.

4. The debate is central to this study

In summary, if the fast-track study is to properly “review the latest scientific evidence on whether 

greenhouse gas emissions are reasonably anticipated to endanger public health and welfare in the U.S.” 

it must carefully consider the debate that surrounds such evidence. In complex cases like this, debate is 

a central feature of the scientific method.

Respectfully submitted,

David Wojick, Ph.D.
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Steve Milloy is another friend from the International Climate Change Conferences



https://casf.me/the-central-texas-floods-of-4-jul-2025-tragic-loss-of-human-lives/

https://casf.me/analysis-of-the-january-2025-los-angeles-wild-fires/

https://casf.me/2024s-hurricanes-helene-milton/  

… and claims their power was juiced by “Human-Caused Climate Change”

At CASF, we have posted on these very events!  

From the previous post by Steve Milloy,  a repeat of this gem:
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  … and claims their power was juiced 

by “Human-Caused Climate Change

Let’s look at previous posts on these topics…

First:
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https://www.ashevillenc.gov/news/100-years-after-the-flood-of-1916-the-city-of-asheville-is-ready-for-the-next-one/

First, this 

unfortunate post…
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https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2024/10/01/asheville-nc-flooding-see-

helene-devastation-in-videos-photos/75471456007/

A local resident helps 

free a car that became 

stranded in a stretch 

of  flooded road as 

Tropical Storm Helene 

strikes, on the 

outskirts of  Boone, 

North Carolina, U.S. 

September 27, 2024.

Note the large rocks 

on the roadway.
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 Whoa!  
  

 Let’s FIRST widen our horizon to include:

 Higher water temperatures. 

 Let’s look at the physics of the wavelengths that heat ocean (and other) water

       Closely related, how changes in global cloud cover are part of recent warming 

 Let’s see who is making these claims, the “scientists say” group or groups…

 Seems there is a new industry afoot, the “Weather Attribution” industry, aided by

 the Main-Stream Media.

 Let’s check weather history and physical science before  “Blaming America 

            (and the developed world) First!” (adapted from Jeanne Kirkpatrick)

 

 Most damage seems to be from high rainfall rates and flooding, so let’s       

look at historical record rainfall from NOAA….



The physics of solar wavelengths that heat ocean (and other) 

waters



https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html

The UV, Visible and Infrared

wavelengths (abscissa)

and how they are absorbed

by water (ordinate).

https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html


https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html

The green arrow shows the 15-micron peak of 

CO2 absorption and emission.  Such radiation

 does not enter and warm the water.

https://water.lsbu.ac.uk/water/water_vibrational_spectrum.html


Additional thoughts on the subject: 

Sunlight  (NOT, e.g., infrared energy in the CO2 band) Heats Seawater

Alarmists claim increasing <CO2> causes increasing Sea Surface Temperatures.

This is incorrect.

It is only visible sunlight which penetrates sea water (and other water surfaces)

 and heats the water.

Infrared radiation does not penetrate sea water, or any water.

A simple validation of this is viewing into a pool. Visible Solar Radiation penetrates the

 water and illuminates the bottom of the pool.

A percentage of that light reflects from the bottom and comes back through the 

water and into the air.

The fact that we see the structures on the sides and  bottom of the pool is 

evidence that visible sunlight penetrates water…(and heats it.)



Image result for depth marks bottom of pool

We can see this in

daily life…

Here we can see 

into the pool water

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi59rPIg4PWAhXBqVQKHdmPAXUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.truetex.com/pool.htm&psig=AFQjCNHyTwklI_Qd5K-_NxnotpYvQB7tbQ&ust=1504322313864443


              Big Bass eats Bluegill:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_3UUTunxWo

 
The reason we see

the big bass in the water:

visible light enters 

the water, illuminates

the bass, reflected light

comes out of the water

that light is captured

by the camera and

our eyes… we see the

bass in the water!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_3UUTunxWo


Cloud Cover Variations, and how they fit in…



http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-

cover-not-co2/

International Satellite Cloud 

Climatology Project: ISCCP 

https://isccp.giss.nasa.gov

“The focus of the International 

Satellite Cloud Climatology Project 

is to collect weather satellite 

radiance measurements and to 

analyze them…” 

Message:

Global Cloud Cover decreased

from 1986-2000
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http://joannenova.com.au/2019/11/new-study-settles-it-global-warming-and-the-pause-was-driven-by-changes-in-cloud-

cover-not-co2/

Results of regression analysis of the series of global clouds (ISCCP) and surface air temperature (CRUTEM3). 

Temp C

Cloud Cover   ➔

As Cloud Cover decreases,

 Temperature increases

(Pokrovsky, 2019) 

Note Cyrillic

 Alphabet

used in the 

original
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     Let’s see who is making these claims, the “scientists say” group(s)… 

     Seems there is a new industry afoot, the “Weather Attribution” Industry



The “Weather Attribution” Industry, part of Climate Alarmists
Weather attribution industries I found in preparing; this list is not complete

Yale Climate 

Connections

World Weather 

Attribution

Climate Crisis 247

Climate Central

Reuters, NPR, USA 

Today

    
When weather attribution is used while the weather story is in the news, it is called Tactical Science.
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This post https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/weather-attribution-alchemy is thought-provoking and

way too long to be analyzed today.
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https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/yet-another-hurricane-wetter-windier-and-more-destructive-

because-of-climate-change/

We are supposed to be shocked, SHOCKED! by this report!
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https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/event-papers/

CASF has posted previously about these events.
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An allied group, the Main Stream Media.

Here’s an example from CNN.



https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html

https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html


https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html

https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html
https://rumble.com/v5ebn91-okeefe-media-group-exposes-google-committing-election-interference.html


Rainfall records.   Resultant Flooding.



 

Selected US Rainfall Records by amount and date

 
Selected Flooding rains in the Appalachian Mountains & near Texas’  Balcones uplift

•  Flood of 1916, Asheville, North Carolina

•  1955 floods, Hurricanes Connie and Dianne,  in and around 

Stroudsburg, PA.

•  1969: Remnants of Camille destroyed the Southern 

Railroad’s  trestle, crossing the Tye River in Nelson County, VA . 

     (feature story in Southern’s TIES Magazine)

•  1996: Hurricane Fran



• 1921 Thrall, Texas, 36.4 in, 9 Sep 1921  A post-tropical system flooded a large area on and 

adjacent to the Balcones Uplift area, including  San Antonio and a dozen adjacent counties.   

https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0488/report.pdf

•   1935 D’Hanis, Texas, Woodward Ranch 31 May 1935, 15 inches in 2 hours and 21 inches in 2 

hrs, 45 minutes. https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf

These two 1935 rainfall records were set amidst of a several-weeks-long heavy rainfall episode 

covering much of central Texas, which started in late May and extended into mid-June and beyond.

Two graphics from the USGS Report on these episodes, https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf

follow on the next pages.

        Selected US Rainfall Records by amount and date

https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0488/report.pdf
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https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf


Rainfall and river discharge map for Central Texas, 9-16 Jun 1935, fig 35,

 https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf

18 Inches

Llano

Junction

Rock Springs

12 Inches

6 inches

https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf


Colorado River of Texas

Stream Discharge Rate

Abscissa: Day of June 1935

Ordinate, Runoff Discharge:

Thousands of Second-Feet

Discharge Hodograph, Colorado River of Texas   Fig 35, https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf

https://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0796g/report.pdf


https://books.google.com/books?id=SV229set7RIC&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=smethport+rain&source=web

&ots=j86jdZeEUY&sig=lwORm7bnV_NeOTgI59ItEoTWsS0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=2&ct=

result#v=onepage&q&f=false

Extreme Weather: A Guide

 & Record Book

By Christopher C. Burt
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If we look at US Rainfall Records for up

to 24 hours, the most recent is 24 Hours,

43 in, Alvin, TX, between Houston and 

Galveston, 25 July 1979.

  46 Years ago!

There’s no indication that modern warming

or recent increases of <CO2> cause record

rainfall.

Notice the cluster of record rainfall

occurrences in Pennsylvania, SE Ohio, 

(near WV mts) and in West Virginia.

There is a propensity of flooding rain

occurrences in and around the Appalachian

Mountains, in the warm season.

NOTICE! Flooding rain records are set

in and around the Appalachian Mountains!



https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

The red circle shows

the Appalachian Mts region. 

Red dots show locations

record rainfall was measured

The orange oval shows

the Balcones Uplift region.

Red Dots show uplift locations 

record rainfall was measured 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


It is not new news that when hurricanes or their remnants

get into, especially the Appalachian Mountains, and Texas’

Balcones Uplift region that severe flooding often occurs.



July 1916 flood in Asheville, NC.

.
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Hurricanes Connie and Diane, August 1955, in/near 

Stroudsburg, PA.



As a youngster growing up in New Jersey, Hurricanes were important enough to warrant 

my interest.

Big Locust trees in the back of our house would sway dramatically in the high winds!

I distinctly remember the Summer of 1955:

Summer Drought, brown lawns, low water levels in the Swimming River Reservoir,

our fresh water supply, adults fretting about the dry conditions.

Then, Hurricane Connie: Plentiful rain, green lawns, lots of water in Swimming

River Reservoir.

A week later, Hurricane Diane!

Flooding in the Appalachian town of Stroudsburg, near the Delaware Water Gap.

Stories about the floods for days…

A month later, a TV special on the Stroudsburg Floods. 



In 1955 Hurricanes Connie and Diane slammed the Northeast, especially in/near Stroudsburg PA. 

https://www.weather.gov/nerfc/hf_august_1955

A bridge is washed away as a result of flooding from Hurricane Diane in August 1955.

 Location unknown. (The Evening News)
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1969, remnants of Hurricane Camille wash out

 Southern RR trestle across the Tye River,

 Nelson County, VA



Zoomed-out  Map of

 Nelson County, VA,

in dotted red,  with

Asheville NC, 

faint red box. 



https://cdn.britannica.com/51/135451-050-51F73E7F/Condensation-precipitation-rain-shadow-effect-lift.jpg

Britannica diagram of

orographic lift effect which

brings so much rain to the

mountains.
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Top, historical photos of the trestle

Bottom,

1969, after the trestle was

severely damaged by

Camille’s floodwaters.



Close up view of  the North abutment of  the bridge. Tower bents under construction. Notice that caps are in

 place for the bent in the right foreground ready eventually

 to receive spans



Hurricane Fran, 1996 https://appalachiantrailhistory.org/exhibits/show/hurricane/fran

<underlining added>

https://appalachiantrailhistory.org/exhibits/show/hurricane/fran


Notice the propensity of large

rainfall amounts to occur in

those Appalachian Mountain

and Piedmont areas.

Pennsylvania

western Maryland

Virginia

North Carolina

Orographic lift in the mountains
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What have we learned from these observations?

• The heavy rains which flooded western North Carolina in the wake of 

Hurricane Helene were a recurrence of a feature of heavy rainfall in the 

Appalachian Mountains of the United States.  

• The map of extreme rainfall shows numerous extreme rainfall records in 

the Mountains and Piedmont areas when terrain forces rain-laded 

tropical cloud systems aloft, cooling them and changing heavy amounts 

of cloud water to flood water.

• This post cites numerous past instances of such events, and indeed the 

map of extreme rains for the United States shows a cluster of extreme 

past events in this area.



Climate Change had nothing to do with Helene’s    

flooding rains.

•       It is a travesty that the National Academy of Science 

could not find the extreme rainfall map for the United 

States. 

•     This points out a significant weakness in the National 

Academy: they have no expertise in Earth Sciences of 

Geology, Meteorology, and Climate and put out drivel 

showing their ignorance.



Now, from some of our friends in the Climate Skeptic 

part of the Blogosphere:



https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/no-media-hurricane-helene-was-not-worsened-by

-climate-change/

ClimateREALISM is published

by the Heartland Institute.

The Heartland Institute also 

hosts The International Climate

Change Conference series.
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https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/

milwaukee-journal-sentinel-presents-

master-class-on-hurricane-milton-and

-climate-misinformation/

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (MJS) 

shamefully attempted to cash in on Hurricane 

Milton as the storm ravaged the Florida coast, 

spreading false assertions and misinformation 

to further its aggressive climate change 

agenda.

 Presenting a Master Class on deception and 

sensationalism, the MJS claimed, “the 

message sent by this year’s hurricane season” 

is “climate change is here, there are no havens, 

and it’s deadly and expensive.” 

If the MJS and author Caitlin Looby had 

bothered to do research, they’d learn there 

never were any “climate havens”.

Looks as if MJS  is also part of the USA TODAY network

…as is the Las Cruces Sun-News.
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https://climaterealism.com/2024/10/cbs-gets-the-facts-wrong-about-hurricane-

helene-and-hurricane-trends/

“Accumulated Cyclone Energy is a metric used to track the 

overall strength of tropical cyclones over time, and if anything, 

the data here presented by Dr. Ryan Maue suggest they have 

been getting less powerful since the 1990s. (See figure below)”
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Los Angeles’ Jan 2025 fires
https://casf.me/analysis-of-the-january-2025-los-angeles-wild-fires/

Alarmists including the National Academies blamed Human-Caused, CO2-Fueled 

Global Warming

This is false. The set-up involves changeover from El Nino Wet to La Nina Dry, the 

extant climate. But the Palisade Fire was caused by an arsonist, but arsonists are 

a continuing problem, especially in SoCal.

The Mayor and her helpers are incredibly inept at running the city and the City Fire 

Department.  Ineptitude and inability to manage water reservoirs and dead-lined fire 

trucks while emphasizing Diversity Equity & Inclusion, and rejection of operational 

competence was a curse that allowed this fire disaster to happen.

The National Academies’ blame on human-caused, CO2-Fueled Global Warming 

displays ineptitude and poor scholarship, poor marks for National Academy of Science.
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Image below shows the destruction on 2 Feb 2017 

when melting snow runoff tore up the Oroville Dam. 

Yet, by December 2017, the lack of fall rainfall 

dried out California so much that the Santa 

Ana Wind-driven Thomas Fire devastated 

southern California.

The key to fire destruction can be seen when El Nino-fed winter rain and snow change over to 

La Nina-dominated drying. The change over usually leads to fire catastrophe.

The extant climate and this weather pattern

 is the set-up for California’s Wildfires

Wet winter, lush  vegetation, but no Fall onset of 

the winter rainy season. 

It happened in 1991, 2007, and 2017.



Numerous writers and others claimed that the prime reason for Los Angeles’ 

Jan 2025 fires was  Human-caused, CO2-Fueled Global Warming:

https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change

-global-warming-b2677360.html

“Stop playing politics with LA fires and address the key cause: man-made climate change”

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire

“Climate change is adding fuel to the fire and it is absolutely outpacing our ability to adapt

 in certain areas,” said John Abatzoglou, climatologist at University of California, Merced.

https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/

OPINION: “The main cause of California wildfires is climate change, rather than

 mismanagement”

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658

‘Half the Country’s Thinking Magically’: California Fire Victims Grapple with the

 Political Paralysis Over Climate Change

https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/

How Climate Change Has Fueled L.A.’s Devastating Wildfires: ‘We Have Unleashed 

Forces Beyond Our Control’ 

https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.the-independent.com/voices/editorials/california-la-wildfires-climate-change-global-warming-b2677360.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/trump-climate-change-la-fire
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5087261-climate-change-wildfires-california/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/11/altadena-california-fires-climate-change-00197658
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/climate-change-fuels-la-devastating-wildfires-1236272286/


https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-

fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/

NEWS ITEM, 9 OCT 

2025

https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/


https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/10/09/media-blamed-climate-change-for-palisades-

fire-nightmare-turns-out-a-biden-donor-climate-nut-just-got-charged-for-arson/

By Samantha Chang

Democrats and their left-wing media lapdogs beclowned themselves after 

their manufactured outrage claiming “climate change” had caused the 

Pacific Palisades fire earlier this year turned out to be a big, fat lie.

1. After spending months stoking climate hysteria by blaming oil 

companies and Republican policies for the California wildfires, it turned 

out the blaze was started by a left-wing arsonist.

On Wednesday, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of 

California charged Jonathan Rinderknecht — a former Pacific Palisades 

resident now living in Florida — with maliciously starting the Palisades Fire 

of January 2025.

“The complaint alleges that a single person’s recklessness caused one of 

the worst fires Los Angeles has ever seen,” Acting United States Attorney 

Bill Essayli said.
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https://www.westernjournal.com/james-woods-encounters-girl-8-fire-says-things-will-make-grown-man-cry/
https://www.westernjournal.com/suspect-arrested-connection-devastating-la-wildfire/


Here at CASF we have been all over the news stories that …

Arsonists are the cause of many forest fires and wildfires.

Especially in California, Arsonists are a significant cause of fires

Let’s start with just arsonists…



https://realclimate.science/2025/08/28/climate-attribution-in-greece/copyq-zzwvli/

Climate scientists have determined that the fires in Greece this summer were caused by 

the burning of fossil fuels, rather than the hundreds of arsonists who started the fires.
          (sarcasm by Tony Heller)

Prime Minister Mitsotakis said the 

increase in wildfires was not only due to 

the climate crisis. Numerous fires in 

recent weeks have been triggered by 

negligence or intent – with catastrophic 

consequences for residents and the 

environment. Mitsotakis referred to a 

tightening of the law of his government. 

Arsonists could – unlike before – no 

longer face mild penalties.
Firefighters battling the flames on the outskirts of  Patras. 

(From 13. August 2025 ) (Thanassis Stavrakis/AP/dpa)
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From 29 Jul 2012



CBS Mornings

Colo. wildfire arson? How investigators will track down blaze origins

June 18, 2013 / 8:25 AM EDT / CBS News

(CBS News) The worst wildfire in Colorado history could lead to a criminal investigation.

Officials have ruled out a "natural" origin for the Black Forest fire, near Colorado Springs, 

but finding the cause may be even harder than putting it out. Investigators suspect the 

Black Forest fire that destroyed more than 500 homes -- the worst in Colorado history -- 

was caused by humans….

“...A year after a fire 12 miles away in Waldo Canyon burned 350 homes, investigators still 

don't know if someone set it deliberately.

Veteran arson investigator Doug Allen said, "There are fires that we look at that we just 

can't find the cause…”

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/colo-wildfire-arson-how-investigators-will-track-down-blaze-origins/                             

From 18 Jun 2013
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CASF describes California’s Arsonists 
Here at CASF, we have described the seemingly annual 

incidence of arsonists involved in lighting wildfires and 

forest fires in California.

What follows are several stories, instances from my 

computer archives…California Arsonists…

We’ll go through the next 7 fire headlines 

pretty quickly….         



https://www.chron.com/bayarea/article/Arsonists-have-sparked-some-of-California-s-9146624.php

When authorities concluded that an arsonist sparked 

the ruinous Clayton Fire in Lake County, it wasn’t 

the first time. Arson is among the leading causes of 

wildfires, which are also ignited by lightning, 

unattended campfires and compromised power 

lines, among other things. When investigators 

identify an alleged firebug in a devastating blaze, the 

consequences can be heavy. Some notable cases:

King Fire (2014)

After Wayne Allen Huntsman pleaded guilty to 

starting the fire that burned nearly 100,000 acres of 

land and 12 homes in the central Sierra east of 

Placerville (El Dorado County), he was sentenced to 

20 years in prison. Prosecutors discovered a selfie 

video Huntsman made at the fire’s origin.

Humboldt Fire (2008)
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2023/02/14/california-man-sentenced-arson-forest-fires

/11256469002/
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https://laist.com/brief/news/climate-environment/arson-wildfires-california-los-angeles

San Bernardino County authorities announced this week that a 34-year-old man 

had been arrested and accused of igniting the Line Fire, which has burned more 

than 37,000 acres in San Bernardino County.

So how often is arson to blame for wildfires in California? 

What fire authorities say : According to 

Cal Fire officials, about 10-15% of wildfires 

over the last five years were the result of 

arson.

By the numbers: Pointing to published 

data from 2022 as an example, Gianni 

Muschetto, staff chief of law enforcement at 

Cal Fire, said there were 358 arson fires in 

the state that year, amounting to about 

12,000 burned acres. 
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https://calmatters.org/newsletter/park-fire-arson-salmon/

Ballooning to more than 

three times the surface area 

of Lake Tahoe, Park Fire is 

now the fifth largest fire in 

California’s history. Last 

week, investigators arrested 

a 42-year-old Chico man 

suspected of starting the 

blaze by pushing a burning 

car into a ravine.

People walk on the road near flames and rising smoke plumes as firefighters continue to 

battle the Park Fire near Chico on July 25, 2024. Photo by Fred Greaves, Reuters
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https://krcrtv.com/news/local/arson-arrests-surge-in-california-over-past-decade-cal-fire-reports
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https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction

A firefighter douses hot spots after the Line fire engulfed a home in Running Springs

 in September 2024.  (Gina Ferazzi / Los Angeles Times)

Next slide starts graphics from the

 Jan 2025 Los Angeles wildfires

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/serial-arsonist-line-fire-conviction


Issued Thursday 2 Jan 2025.  Fires broke out Tuesday 7 Jan 2025:  Over 4 days lead time! 



1st NWS
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before the 7 Jan 2025 fires
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Updated Monday January 6, 2025, 1030 Local, the day before the fire storm.



Side-by side comparison with the NWS forecast (inset, right)

with the observed fire areas in black, below.

This was an OUTSTANDING

Warning by the NWS!



      

 But the weather and climate story is just the beginning.     

      Next,  lets look at the possibility that human ignorance, 

promotions to greater responsibility based on immutable 

human characteristics rather than demonstrated operational 

competence, and plain stupidity played in the Jan 2025 Fire     

Story from Los Angeles.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXSeXqzx7rQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXSeXqzx7rQ


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/california-wildfires-los-angeles-fire-chief-budget-cuts/
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https://abc7news.com/post/los-angeles-cut-175m-fire-department-budget-months-before-palisades-signed

-mayor-karen-bass/15782731/

Seven months before the uncontrolled Palisades Fire in Los Angeles, the city’s fire 

department budget for this fiscal year was cut by more than $17.5 million, records show.

Mayor Karen Bass signed the City of Los Angeles' budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

 The total budget for the city's fire department was $819.64 million.

Records show that for the previous fiscal year, the LAFD's total budget was $837.2 

million. 

The total budget includes salaries, expenses and equipment.
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https://www.nationalreview.com

/news/l-a-mayor-karen-bass-

claims-she-wasnt-aware-of-

wildfire-warnings-when-she-

left-the-country/

BOB’S  OPINION:

As the leader of City Hall, it is the

duty of the Mayor to organize the work 

of City and other employees, to present

her the operational, maintenance, logistics, 

labor, financial, administrative, resources,

scheduled events, even the weather,

so that she knows the status of the city.

She is supposed to be in charge.

She should act as if she is in charge.

Having and conducting a daily or several

times weekly Ops Briefing, making her

aware, might be a good place to start! 
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Former Mayoral Candidate Rick Caruso’s quotes:

“The level of incompetence by both elected and appointed

leadership is like nothing I have ever seen .”

“No one has taken responsibility for this…”   Q: Who?

“Mayor Bass. Head of DWP. (Division of Water and Power)

How did the second largest  city in the country run out of water?”

“You had 40 years of brush that had not been managed.”

“I told (then-Mayor) Garcetti that <an I-405> fire in Brentwood

 could move down the hills and engulf the Palisades”(because 

of the uncleared brush)

“The Fire Department had been underfunded for 10-15 years”

“We have Fire equipment that has been mothballed, sitting in

yards, because we don’t have mechanics to have them repaired

so they can operate. That’s a sin!”

“Mayor Bass cut the Fire Department even more this year, and

the (Fire) Chief said publicly, “This will impact our ability to keep

people safe.” ”

For some reason, the Fire Department did not deploy (forward). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTxDPV0LD0s

How California’s Leaders Caused the LA Fire Devastation |
 Former LA Mayoral Candidate Rick Caruso

“I got a call from one of my senior leaders in the

Command Center…’your daughter’s house just 

burned down. The hydrant ran out of water’

“They ran out of water because they did not manage 

the water supply.”

14:06 Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTxDPV0LD0s


Victor Davis Hansen reported:

“The 120-Million Gallon <Santa Ynez> Reservoir had been idle for ~1 year because cover had been torn.”

Mchael Shellenberg reported,

A cover was needed because the reservoir supplies water for drinking and for fire fighting. The torn

cover allowed bird poop to get into the water supply, so the city did not put water into the Santa Ynez

Reservoir.

Repairing this cover was not put on the priority list of stuff to fix.

No one in the Water Department told the Fire Department that the Santa Ynez Reservoir was almost empty.

Mayoral Candidate Rick Caruso: “They ran out of water because they did not manage the water supply.”

City ran out of water to fight the Palisades Fire because the 120 Million-Gallon Santa Ynez Reservoir was ~ dry



               Significant points by Victor Davis Hansen:           Climate Change played no role.

  LA Mayor Karen Bass cut the Fire budget by ~$18M; had plans for further cuts

 There was no one in charge when the (Palisade, Eaton and Hurst) Fires broke out.

  Mayor was in Ghana; Deputy Mayor was suspended (phony bomb threat);

  Public Service Dept.--troubled— a previous head was convicted and in prison for bribery.

 Fire Chief was proudest of being female and gay, rather than demonstrated ability to fight fires

               and manage Dept..  Hired 70% new hires under DEI. Said her job started at the fire hydrant

  (but many, ~300) hydrants had no water.

 120-Million Gallon <Santa Ynez> Reservoir had been idle for ~1 year because cover had been torn.

 Gov Newsom came into office with $7.5 Billion budget to build 3 new reservoirs; didn’t build any.

 California Water Project Aqueduct flow was tapped over the years for side users; less water for Los 

Angeles, while LA’s population grew.   Newsom let water out to Pacific to please environmentalists.

 California Forests were not taken care of, cleaned of dead brush, for years. Down to 3 sawmills.

This video by Victor Davis Hansen tells a good story of this fire episode: 

https://www.foxnews.com/video/6367142814112

https://www.foxnews.com/video/6367142814112


A Sequence of Events and suggested fixes….

     By 2017’s Thomas Fire, there had been at least three extensive fire episodes in California which 

     showed the pattern of El Nino, then changeover to La Nina: 

     Wet winter, lush vegetation, but no Fall onset of the winter rainy season: 1991, 2007, and 2017.

      In Jan 2025, Los Angeles National Weather Service Office forecast the Specific Onset of extreme fire     

danger with this progression of  products:

      2 Jan 25 Fire Weather Statement

      3 Jan 25 Fire Weather WATCH

      4 Jan 25 Fire Weather WARNING

      5 Jan 25 RED FLAG Fire Weather WARNING

     6 Jan 25 EXTREME FIRE RISK Statement  

    The Palisades Fire started 1030 on 7 Jan 2025, the Eaton Fire Started at 1830 on 7 Jan 

2025, and the Hurst Fire began at 2230 on 7 Jan 2025

 Despite a history of extensive, even catastrophic previous fire events in Coastal California, no one 

appears to have presented the fire danger to Mayor Karen Bass… Nor had she requested this..

             Elected and appointed leadership had no “fingers on the pulse” on either the insufficiency of the 

water supply to significant residential areas of Los Angeles, or the number of  fire fighting vehicles dead-

lined for maintenance.



Indeed, there appears to be a practice of using the Fire Department’s budget as a “piggy bank,”    

convenient to use these funds for non-fire non-emergency purposes. 

   There appears to have been no City Staff Organization to present the City’s Operational Capability to

      respond to emergency conditions. Nor is one in the making….

BRIEF SIDEBAR

•      The US Army has a subject area that teaches middle-grade officers, typically Majors: “Military 

Decision-Making Process,” MDMP for short, to present leaders with problems and solutions for decision 

making. These lessons are usually put into Army Field Manuals, so the lessons become doctrine.

•      The US Army also has an organization, Center for Army Lessons Learned, CALL, to institutionalize 

lessons to insure there is no repeat of serious blunders. 

END SIDEBAR

   Los Angeles seems to have no organized leadership methodology to incorporate lessons learned from   

previous Los Angeles Area fire disasters. 

   Los Angeles did not learn the lesson of 6 Dec 1961, to Forward Deploy resources in the face of dire fire 

weather forecasts, despite, the early Jan 2025 National Weather Service repeated dire warnings.

  My Opinion, seems to reek of Criminal Negligence, but my guess is no one will take or be assigned the 

blame for this woeful lack of preparedness, and, as of now, to take action to insure this does not recur.



Other thoughts…

 The Military has a way to ensure that someone is in charge, to take command, to direct Operations.

 Line Officers are ordered by Rank and Date of Rank, so there always will be someone in charge,

 available to make decisions.  The principles of Rank, Precedence and Command are instilled in Basic 

Training…because… it is basic to the military’s  mission.

 During Market Garden, when the British Paratroops were on the North (East) side of the Rhine, the British

 effort fell apart in part because two British Colonels could not agree who had command. Many Brits died.

 Market Garden failed miserably. 

 The Army Organization with which I served was VII Corps, during the Cold War, 1979-1982.   

 <Later they were the Army Corps deployed to Saudi Arabia and were part of Desert Storm in 1991.>

 Many military organizations tasked with continuous operations, typically commanded by a Colonel or

 Navy Captain, have a Vice Commander or Executive Officer, who takes over when the Commander is

 temporarily absent. 

 These principles are extant in the military, as are the Operations Briefing, when troops are in the field.

 While the City Council is not a military organization, there appears to have been no similar organizing 

and operating principles in Los Angeles. There was no one in charge when this Fire Catastrophe

               occurred.



   Interim Comments:

In my career, with many years as an Operational Meteorologist, I’m 

drawn to the Back Story, one of managerial and technical ignorance, 

and operational ineptitude of Los Angeles’ Mayor, Karen Bass. 

It is not difficult to put into words the seemingly in-plain-sight management 

failures within the leadership of the City of Los Angeles that led to this 

catastrophe:

• Many firetrucks were dead-lined for maintenance.

• Large portions of the Water Supply were nearly empty because a cover to 

prevent bird poop from landing in Santa Ynez Reservoir was torn, not 

repaired.



  Interim Comments Pg 2

• No one in the Water Department told the Fire Department that the Water 

Supply was low, and the water supply could not provide the water 

needed to fight a large fire

• The Mayor had not organized her staff to tell her of these management

     deficiencies.

•  Evidently there was no daily or several times weekly Ops Briefing

     to tell her of City capabilities for emergency response to catastrophic 

     events such as wildfire. 

• The Deputy Mayor was suspended; there was no one in charge

     when Mayor Bass left for Ghana.



And yet we get from the National Academies, the story in the red-bordered

 box below: 

These descriptors of the NAS,  “ignorant,” “inept,” and “poor scholarship,” 

come to mind.



https://casf.me/the-central-texas-floods-of-4-jul-2025-tragic-loss-of-human-lives/

Let’s review some of what we saw in:
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Ten Million years

ago the Edwards 

Plateau was uplifted

along the Balcones

 Fault.

This image is from Roadside Geology of Texas, Darwin Spearing,

 Mountain Press Publishing, Missoula, MT. Pg 114



This graphic shows how the geographical location of

Texas’ Flash Flood Alley is directly related to the 

location of the Balcones Fault Zone, and Balcones 

Uplift, many times called the Edwards Plateau.



https://casf.me/the-central-texas-floods-of-

4-jul-2025-tragic-loss-of-human-lives/

Look at record point rainfall totals, from 

NOAA & put into this table by Richard Burt.

The notion that human-caused, CO2-fueled

global warming is the source for dramatic

increases today in heavy rain is belied by

 the data.

The NEWEST (!) extreme rainfall  entry into

the record book is 43 inches of rain in 24 

hours at Alvin, TX, between Houston and

Galveston in July 1979, over 46 years ago!

The National Academy of Sciences clearly

has no idea of what it is talking about here!
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https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html

Note well the record rainfall of 

15.” in 2 hrs, and 22.” in 2.75 hrs

on the Balcones Fault Zone just west

of San Antonio, TX, in 1935.

Also, note the 36.4” in 18 hrs at

Thrall, TX, near Austin, in 1921.  There 

is no hint that modern CO2 emissions 

cause extreme rainfall events!

This plots the US extreme record rainfall locations on a map

The National Academy of 

Sciences  clearly has no idea 

of what it is talking about!

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/ohd/hdsc/record_precip/record_precip_us.html


What have we learned from these observations?

The heavy rains in Central Texas occurred in Flash Flood Alley, a 

very well-known area on the Balcones Uplift, and when a tropical 

system dumped heavy rain which ran off.  The flooding rains were 

extremely well-forecast by the NWS Office Austin-San Antonio. 

Warmings and Flood Emergencies were transmitted by the NWS 

but local officials had no ability to notify residents.

These rains are a feature of this area. 

         Climate Change had nothing to do with it.



BS at the National 
Academies of Science,

Engineering and Medicine

Bob Endlich

bendlich@msn.com

16 August 2019

Updated 26 Feb 2020

Power Point I put together over six years ago after I stumbled upon the National Academies’ Climate Web Site.

Now, Used again, in October 2025!

mailto:bendlich@msn.com


http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm


http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm

Bob’s Comments: Climate Change is ALWAYS occurring;  half the time the atmosphere

and oceans are…           warming, half they’re cooling. This is not new news!

Sea Level is a dynamic property of the earth. Sea Level rate of rise has not changed since

 the 1850s, despite increasing <CO2>                    

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm


http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm

THIS is how the educated at the NAS explain the false hypothesis of human-caused CO2-fueled global warming’s

 catastrophe? 

   It is as if …climate never warmed before? It’s obvious that who wrote this has not read 1997’s SCIENCE magazine. 

   It is a false statement that magnitude and frequency of extreme climate and weather events are increasing.

   Sea Level is a dynamic property of Earth. Sea Level was a lot higher in Roman and Medieval Times, with lower  

<CO2>. The rate of sea level rise has not changed since the 1850s, before modern increases in <CO2>

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/sites/climate/index.htm


http://ruby.fgcu.edu/courses/twimberley/EnviroPhilo/BondPap.pdf

   “A Pervasive Millennial-Scale Cycle in North Atlantic Holocene and Glacial Climates”

Gerard Bond, et al, SCIENCE; 14 Nov 1997; 278, 5341; Research Library 

“Thousand year” cycles have 

been known for over 25 years…

published in SCIENCE.

and frequently called 

…Bond Cycles

It would appear as if the National Academy 

of Science, Engineering and Medicine is 

quite unaware of this 1997 publication in

SCIENCE Magazine

http://ruby.fgcu.edu/courses/twimberley/EnviroPhilo/BondPap.pdf


http://wattsupwiththat.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/gisp2-ice-core-temperatures.jpg?w=960&h=720

When is climate NOT changing? 

Three years later, in 2000,

Richard Alley published on

the Younger Dryas, using

the GISP2 data from 

Greenland.

THESE DATA!

It appears as if the 

National Academy is also 

quite unaware of these

data, which also reveal

the ~thousand year

“Bond Cycles.”
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http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg

https://www.academia.edu/381635/A_new_reconstruction_of_temperature_variability_in_the_extra-

tropical_Northern_Hemisphere_during_the_last_two_millennia

Here is another graphic

from a 2010 journal article

 by F. C. Ljungqvist.

I ask, how can the National 

Academy be so ignorant

of the peer-reviewed literature

which shows these pervasive

thousand-year temperature

cycles, the Bond Cycles?

http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
http://www.drroyspencer.com/wp-content/uploads/2000-years-of-global-temperatures-industrial-revolution-start.jpg
https://www.academia.edu/381635/A_new_reconstruction_of_temperature_variability_in_the_extra-tropical_Northern_Hemisphere_during_the_last_two_millennia
https://www.academia.edu/381635/A_new_reconstruction_of_temperature_variability_in_the_extra-tropical_Northern_Hemisphere_during_the_last_two_millennia
https://www.academia.edu/381635/A_new_reconstruction_of_temperature_variability_in_the_extra-tropical_Northern_Hemisphere_during_the_last_two_millennia




https://mapy.com/en/zakladni?mereni-vzdalenosti&rm=&x=7.6112341&y=45.9987612&z=12

Welcome to Southern SWITZERLAND!  The border is between Switzerland and Italy, “Mont Mine’ “ is 

obviously French and “Unter Gabelhorn” is obviously German.

https://mapy.com/en/zakladni?mereni-vzdalenosti&rm=&x=7.6112341&y=45.9987612&z=12
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What have we learned from these observations when trying to 

understand the July 2025 Flash floods in Central Texas?

• The heavy rains in Central Texas occurred in Flash Flood Alley, a very 

well-known area on the Balcones Uplift, and when a tropical system 

dumped heavy rain which ran off.  

• The flooding rains were extremely well forecast by the NWS Office Austin-

San Antonio. Warmings and Flood Emergencies were transmitted by the 

NWS but local officials had little ability to notify residents.

• Such rains are a feature of this area. 

• Climate Change had nothing to do with it.



What have we learned from these observations when trying to understand the 2024 Flood damage

in western North Carolina’s post Hurricane Helene?

• The heavy rains which flooded western North Carolina in the wake of Hurricane Helene were a repeat 

feature of extreme rainfall events in the Appalachian Mountains of the United States.  

• The map of extreme rainfall shows numerous extreme rainfall records in the mountains and Piedmont 

areas of the Appalachians, where terrain dramatically influences rainfall.  

• When hurricanes come ashore, the terrain forces rain-laden cloud systems aloft, cooling them and 

precipitating heavy amounts of cloud water into flood water.

• This post cites numerous past instances of such events and indeed the map of extreme rains for the 

United States shows a cluster of extreme past events in the Appalachian area.

• Climate Change had nothing to do with Helene’s flooding rains. 

• It is a travesty that the National Academy of Science could not find the extreme rainfall map for the 

United States. 

• This points out a significant weakness in the National Academy: they have no expertise in Earth 

Sciences of Geology, Meteorology, and Climate and put out drivel showing their ignorance.



What have we learned from these observations when trying to understand the 

January 2025 fire disasters in Los Angeles?

• The claim that the January 2025 wildfires in Los Angeles was affected by climate change is farcical.

• The set-up for extreme fire danger in Southern California is the change-over from Winter El Nino Rains to 

summer and autumn dry weather, drying the lush grasses and similar vegetation and presenting heavy

fuel loads. 

• This pattern has happened before, and recently:  Wet winter, lush  vegetation, but no Fall onset of the winter rainy 

season. It happened in 1991, 2007, and 2017. https://casf.me/analysis-of-the-january-2025-los-angeles-wild-fires/

•  When a winter Santa Ana Wind Event occurs, the smallest fire can become a conflagration within minutes. 

• The NWS Oxnard issued timely forecasts and extreme life-threatening wildfire danger warnings. 

  Three huge fires developed.

• One, the Palisade fire was arson by a depraved individual, one among the many arsonists who know when fire 

danger is extreme, and he set the dry vegetation alight.
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Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4hcHDfxKwY

appears to show that the Eaton Fire started at the foot 

of power lines, apparently when the Santa Ana Winds   

broke a live power line in a wooded area of Altadena.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4hcHDfxKwY


Part 2: What have we learned from these observations when trying to understand 

the January 2025 fire disasters in Los Angeles?

• The fire was presented plentiful oxygen when the Santa Ana Winds developed, and 

the nascent underground fire spread to the surface.

•  A firestorm occurred on 7January, when the three huge fires occurred.

• There was almost  no water in the hydrants fed by the Santa Ynez Reservoir. 

• The Santa Ynez Reservoir had been allowed to run almost dry because the cover was 

ripped, allowing bird poop into the water. The reservoir cover had not been fixed.

•  The Water Department did not tell the Fire Department (or the Mayor) that they had 

allowed the Santa Ynez Reservoir to run almost dry pending repair of the cover. 

•  The mayor evidently did not have an ordered Staff Meeting or Operations Briefing 

where the inability of the City to adequately fight fires or respond to disasters was 

brought to light.  



Part 3: What have we learned from these observations when trying to understand 

the January 2025 fire disasters in Los Angeles?

• The mayor was in Ghana, and her deputy had been suspended because he submitted 

a false fire alarm. 

• The fire department budget had been cut, and the Fire Chief said the Department’s 

mission was compromised by these budget cuts. 

• Numerous  fire engines had been dead-lined because parts needed could not be 

ordered, because of under-funding in the Fire Department budget.

• When the extreme fire danger forecast by the National Weather Service, the Fire

    Department did not forward deploy Fire Engines and Firemen as had been done

   in the 1961 Bel Air Fire, despite the history of having done so previously to great   

   positive effect.   https://youtu.be/UxnC1WW95XE

https://youtu.be/UxnC1WW95XE
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